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Some Background Information

The Country Park is only young and was designated in 2002 when South Somerset District
Council established ownership of all the units. The different areas of the park, however, have a
long and varied history adding to the many learning opportunities afforded by the site.
The Country Park is comprised of 5 main areas all of which have very different characters and
special features. The old railway line, now a footpath and cycleway, connects the different the
different areas of the park and provides a link to Yeovil’s railway history.
The five areas of Yeovil Country Park are:

Penn Hill Park.
This northerly section of the park sits more firmly within the town of Yeovil. In two
parts, the park is predominantly amenity grassland. With shrub beds and ornamental
trees, the old gardens of Penn House include an old rose garden and rope edged paths.
One of the earliest owners of the house was Peter Daniell (1764-1834) was a
prosperous town developer after whom nearby Peter Street was named.

Ninesprings.
This is the best known and most heavily used area of the park. The name Ninesprings
fits this area of the park very well, although there are definitely more than nine springs.
The Victorian valley gardens, lake, ponds, meadows and woodlands are full of plant
life. They are perfect for exploring on the network of windy paths and support a family
of kingfishers and a population of badgers. The children’s play area is popular and
many events are organised from the lake and meadow area. The woodland was first
landscaped in the 1830s by the Batten family who leased the site to Yeovil Town
Council in the 1950s.The District Council bought the site in 1979 and have since
undertaken extensive restoration and improvement of the site. Dodham Brook, with
its important population of water voles, skirts the northern edge of this area, running
parallel to railway Walk. The name of the brook is thought to be derived from “Dod”, a
type of grass also known as Cat’s tail or Timothy, and “ham” which is an Old English
word for enclosure. This is probably descriptive of the place where the Milford and
Rackel streams joined to form the brook.

Summerhouse Hill.
A steep incline takes you southwards to the best views of Yeovil and a stand of 9
parkland oaks within this grazed area of land. Stands of gorse are dotted around the
pasture and provide cover for birds and other wildlife. Use of this part of the site can
be traced back to 13th century, with the terraces of the medieval strip lynchets clearly
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Yeovil Country Park is a 127 acre countryside site that wraps itself around the southern and
eastern sides of the busy market town of Yeovil. Its location, size and extensive variety of
habitats make it an ideal site for a wide range of out of classroom educational activities.

Wyndam Hill.
This has the landmark 4 lime trees on its summit and supports a mixture of grazed
pasture and newly planted woodland. There have been lime trees on the top of the hill
for over 200 hundred years. The hill is marked on the 1842 tithe map Victoria Hill. By
1890 it is shown on the Ordnance Survey map as Windmill Hill, the name possibly
having been changed to avoid confusion with Victoria Buildings which were situated at
the bottom of Constitution Hill. It was later renamed to commemorate the Wyndham
family from nearby Trent. The field from which the hill rises was for a long time a
recreation ground used by the people of Yeovil for many public events and
celebrations, including those to commemorate the Golden Jubilee of Queen Victoria in
1887.

Riverside Walk.
This is a narrow strip of woodland and rough meadow following the river corridor of
the Yeo. It provided a valuable habitat for many species of birds, butterflies and
reptiles and is home to a population of otters. It is bordered on one side by the Bristol
to Dorchester railway line whilst the river marks the Somerset/Dorset county
boundary. The walk gives an excellent contrast between urban and industrial land use
and the surrounding open countryside. A new treatment works was recently built at
the Birchfield end of the walk to process leachate running off the old landfill site before
it enters the watercourse.
In 2009 Yeovil Country Park achieved its Green Flag Award for the fifth consecutive year.
The award is the national standard for parks and green spaces in England and Wales. The
award is given as a means of recognising and rewarding the best green spaces in the
country, which means that Yeovil Country Park meets high environmental standards and is
a benchmark of excellence in recreational green areas.
With such a diverse range of sites and habitats the Country Park supports a huge range of
species, and has such local importance that it has been designated a County Wildlife Site. It
can accommodate many types of public users and is ideally placed to deliver a countryside
experience to the residents of Yeovil and further afield.
The Country Park is managed by South Somerset District Council’s Countryside Team and
has a dedicated Countryside ranger and a team of active volunteers. It is described in
greater detail in the Yeovil Country Park Management Plan, a copy of which can be
downloaded from the Yeovil Country Park pages of the South Somerset District Council
Website, http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/index.jsp?articleid=693.
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visible. The hill was once part of the Newton Surmaville estate and is thought to be
named after a summerhouse that was once visible from its higher slopes. The hill
overlooks the site of the old Yeovil Town railway station which closed in 1967 and is
now the location of the Yeo Leisure Park. Wilkinson’s store, also visible from the hill,
stands on the site of the former gasworks.
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Activities and Curriculum Links

Ninesprings

Activity Title
The Ninesprings Safari!
and
Collecting Footprints

Pond dipping

Tree Trails

Dodham
brook

Possible Curriculum Opportunities
Science – SC1
-

What About Water
Voles?

Travelling Through
Time!

Investigative skills 2a,b,f,h

Science – SC2
-

Minibeast Hunting

Summerhouse Hill

Content
Mammal tracking – using field signs to identify which
animals are present on the site, and how they use
their habitat.

Life processes 1b,c
green plants 3b,c,d
variation and classification 4a,b,c
living things in their environment, including adaption
and feeding relationships 5a,b,c,d,e

Freshwater habitats and minibeasts, life cycles.
Grassland and woodland habitats and microhabitats.
Types of minibeasts and their life cycles.
Tree identification using leaves, twigs, bark and tree
silhouettes.
Observation and field signs.
Habitat requirements.
Adaptations.
Threats and conservation.
Natural and manmade habitats.
Land use and landscape changes.
Observation/sketching/digital photography.
Comparison with historic photographs.
Victorian & modern Yeovil.

Art and Design
-

Exploring and developing ideas 1a,b,c
Investigating and making art, craft and design 2c

Science – SC2
-

living things in their environment, including
protection, adaption and feeding relationships
5a,b,c,d,e

Science – SC1
-

Investigative skills 2a,b,f,h

History
-

Historical enquiry 4a,b
Local history study 7
British history 8a

- Victorian Britain 11a
Geography
-

geographical enquiry and skills,2a,b,d,e
knowledge and understanding of places 3c,d,e
knowledge and understanding of patterns and
process 4b
knowledge and understanding of environmental
change and sustainable
development 5a,b
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Location

Activity Title
Lime Light!

Content
Use of historic sources/photographs
Surveys & questionnaires
Management problems and issues
Celebration art and creative work

Possible Curriculum Opportunities
Citizenship
-

History
-

Follow-up role play exercise looking at the problems
of planting replacements for the 4 lime trees.

Preparing to play an active role as citizens
2a,b,c,d,f,h,j,k
Also 5a,c,d,e,f,g,h
Historical enquiry 4a,b

Geography
-

geographical enquiry and skills 1a,b,c,d,e 2a,b,d,e,g
knowledge and understanding of places 3d,e
knowledge and understanding of patterns and
process 4b
knowledge and understanding of environmental
change and sustainable development 5a,b

- breadth of study, theme 6e
Art and Design

Riverside Walk

-

A Walk along the
Riverside

Map exercise
Habitat types
Natural river features
Land use
Human influences

Science – SC2
-

-

Penn Hill

green plants 3b,c,d
variation and classification 4a,b,c
living things in their environment, including adaption
and feeding relationships 5a,b,c,d,e

Geography
-

Tree-mendous!

Breadth of study 5a,b,c,d

geographical enquiry and skills 1a,b,2a,b,c,d,e
knowledge and understanding of places 3a,b,c,d,e
knowledge and understanding of patterns and
process 4a,b
knowledge and understanding of environmental
change and sustainable development 5a,b
breadth of study, themes 6c,d,e

Mirror walk
Sketching & artwork
Creative writing

Art and Design

Could develop further to design and produce
interpretation materials such as leaflets, trails, maps,
signs, panels etc.

English – EN3 writing

(also Tree Trail as for Ninesprings)

-

Exploring and developing ideas 1a,b,c
Investigating and making art, craft and design 2c
Knowledge and understanding 4b
Breadth of study 5a,b,c,d
Many aspects including breadth of study 8,11,12

ICT
-

Developing ideas and making things happen 2a
Exchanging and sharing information 3a,b
Reviewing, modifying and evaluating work as it
progresses 4a,b,c
Breadth of study 5c
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Wyndham Hill

Location

Practicalities
Contacts

Parking
Pay and Display Car Parks:
• For Ninesprings & Dodham Brook – use Brunswick Street or Goldenstones.
• For Summerhouse Hill & Wyndham Hill – use Mill Lane or Stars Lane West.
• For Penn Hill – use Petters way.
Other parking:
• For Dodham Brook – small free car park by the lakeside play area, off the Ski centre
approach road. Not suitable for coaches.
• For Riverside Walk – on-street parking off the A30 Sherborne Road at Flushing
Meadow.

Facilities
Toilets:
• Goldenstones Sports Centre (limited)
• Petters Way Car Park
• Yeovil Community Church, The GateWay – on the left between Dodham Brook and
Summerhouse Hill. Supervised use only and by prior arrangement ( tel: 01935 433146)
• Pen Mill Station
Refreshments:
• Goldenstones Sports Centre – vending machines
• Yeovil Community Church, The GateWay – cafe
• Pen Mill Station – Puffing Billy Buffet

Resources
The following resources can be downloaded as pdf documents from the South Somerset
District Council Website http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/index.jsp?articleid=693 :
• Yeovil Country park Information Leaflet (contains the site map)
• Nature Trail Activities leaflet for Yeovil Country Park
• Woodlands and Waterfalls leaflet
• Yeovil Country Park Management Plan
• Orienteering Course (link contained within Activities section of main text)
Ninesprings has a dedicated website: http://www.ninesprings.net/index.htm
Historic photographs and maps of Yeovil can be found at http://www.frithphotos.com/yeovil
where there is also a page dedicated to memories of the town.
Additional information about websites and resources that can be used to support each of the
activities included in the pack is contained within the Teacher’s sheets.

Yeovil Country Park

SSDC Countryside Team
Telephone: 01935 462462 email: countryside@southsomerset.gov.uk

Safety Notes

The information below can be used to help you complete the risk assessment
but should not be used as a substitute for carrying out your own assessment
during a pre-visit inspection of the site.
Potential
Hazard
Moving vehicles

Possible outcomes

Suggested controls

Injury or death

Activities to be conducted within clearly
defined boundaries avoiding roadways
and car park. Hi-visibility jackets to be
supplied and worn if walking on roads.

Cyclists

Collision and injury

Keep participants in ordered line when
on cycle tracks and pathways to allow
cyclists room to pass.

Dogs

Bites and scratches

Remind participants not to approach or
stroke any dogs.

Animal faeces
and urine

Infection

Safety briefing to include need for hand
washing after activity. Cover cuts & skin
abrasions.

Ingestion of soil

Infection e.g. E.coli

Safety briefing to include need for hand
washing after activity. Cover cuts & skin
abrasions.

Slippery and
uneven ground

Injury from tripping & slipping Ensure participants wearing appropriate
(cuts, grazes, sprains etc).
footwear. Remind participants not to
run along pathways. Check condition of
paths during pre-visit site inspection.

Steep slopes

Injury from tripping & slipping Ensure participants wearing appropriate
(cuts, grazes, sprains etc).
footwear. Remind participants not to
run down slopes.

Poisonous and
toxic plants

Poisoning

Remind participants not to eat berries,
seeds, fungi etc. Wash hands after the
activity and before eating.

Yeovil Country Park

Before bringing your group on a visit to any part of Yeovil Country Park a risk
assessment should be carried out in line with current best practice. Your school’s
External Visits Co-ordinator will be able to offer you guidance and Support.

Warning not to catch bees, wasps,
hornets etc. Work away from any known
nest sites.

Ticks

Lyme Disease

Avoid any bracken patches. Tweezers to
be included first aid kits. Seek medical
advice if rash or flu-like symptoms
develop.

Discarded
bottles and
needles

Cuts, grazes and infections.

Ensure no participants in open toed
footwear. Remind them not to pick up
any discarded objects.

Open water

Drowning, infections e.g.
Weil’s disease.

Fast moving
water (Riverside
walk)
Water Fowl
(swans etc)

Drowning.

Closely supervise participants when
working near water. Carry throw line.
Wash hands after the activity and before
eating.
Closely supervise participants when
working near water. Carry throw line.

Grazing cattle
(Summerhouse
Hill & Wyndham
Hill)
Machinery in
use on site

Trampling and injury.

Injury.

Work away from any operational
machinery. Remind participants not to
touch any unattended machinery.

Chemicals –
herbicides and
pesticides

Poisoning.

Follow guidance on any SSDC Country
Park signs or notices.

Attack and Injury.
Avian Influenza.

Do not feed or approach birds. Do not
collect feathers and other material of
bird origin. Dead birds not to be handled
and to be reported to Defra. Follow
current Defra guidance.
Do not approach cattle. Check with
Country Park Rangers before the visit.

Further guidance and support:
•

Extensive guidance can be found on the Somerset County Council Outdoor
Education & External Visits Website http://www.six.somerset.gov.uk/sccoea/

•

For specific questions the SCC Outdoor Education Advisor can be contacted at
oea@educ.somerset.gov.uk .

•

TeacherNet has some helpful documents including “Group Safety at Water
Margins”
http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/wholeschool/healthandsafety/visits/

Yeovil Country Park

Harmful insects/ Stings and bites
invertebrates
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The Ninesprings Safari!
Practicalities:
Autumn, Winter and Spring
Ninesprings Easy Access Trail
45 minutes
Copies of “The Ninesprings Safari” Pupil Resource sheet.
Clipboards, pencils/pens, tape measures or rulers, digital cameras if available.

Learning experiences: Observation, detective work, asking scientific questions to build up a picture of
an animal’s characteristics, lifestyle & habitat.

Before the session: You will have introduced children to the ideas of habitats and adaptation and
studied some examples. Children should know what mammals are & know some examples of common
British species. Children could have looked at the species lists on the flora and fauna pages of the
Ninesprings Website - http://www.ninesprings.net/floraandfauna.htm

What to do:
From the play area near the lake pass through the kissing gate onto the EASY ACCESS TRAIL (this is marked as a
broken blue line on the site map).
Follow the route along the avenue of beech trees, through a second kissing gate & over the ford by the stone
arch to the Valley Path. This activity is based on the next part of the trail, VALLEY PATH and ALDON DRIVE, as
the route skirts around the foot of a steep hill.
•

Explain that many animals live here. Ask them which they might expect to see and hear (birds) and which
they are unlikely to see (mammals). Why?

•

What evidence could they look for to tell them which mammal species live on or visit the site?

The hillside is covered in signs of the large resident Badger population ( but don’t tell the children this is what
they are looking for!)
•

Ask the children to describe the habitat.

•

How might the animals that live here use the habitat? Where could they live, how could they feed etc.

•

They are now going to look for tracks and signs which will give them clues to find out about the animal
that does live here.

•

Now use Pupil Resource sheet “The Ninesprings Safari!”

Follow up:
•

You can make plaster casts of footprints – see the “Collecting Footprints” resource sheet.

•

Look up the Mammal Society website and find out more about Badgers
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/mammal/facts.shtml

•

Contact the local Badger groups http://www.somersetwildlife.org/conservation_network.php and
http://www.dorsetbadgergroup.co.uk/ and Badger Trust www.badger.org.uk/Content/Home.asp

•

A guide to animal tracks can be found at
www.bbc.co.uk/nature/animals/wildbritain/field_guides/pdf/animal_tracks.pdf

Ninesprings

When:
Where:
How long:
Resources:

The Ninesprings Safari!
lives in this area of Yeovil Country Park.
Write down at least 5 words to describe the habitat:
•

above the path ___________________________________________

•

below the path ___________________________________________

Look for little paths leading up the hill from the main path:
•

Keep a count of how many you can see: ___________________________

•

Why do you think they are unlikely to be made by people?

•

Where do the paths go?

•

Do you think the animal which makes these paths:
Is Big or small? ______________ Has claws or no claws?_________________
Is a carnivore or herbivore? __________________________

Look for signs of digging:
•

Mounds of earth- how big are they?____________
Are they fresh?________

•

Holes – how many can you see? _____________
How big are they?_________
Can you tell if they have been used recently?________________________

•

What do you think the holes are for?
________________________________________________________

Ninesprings

You are going to use your detective skills to track and identify the mammal that

How many of these animals do you think live on this hillside?________________
Where are they?____________________________________________

Dog

Fox

Roe Deer

Badger

Write down everything you have found out about the animals you have been tracking.

From the evidence you have gathered what do you think these animals are?

Ninesprings

Look for footprints. Can you find any like these:

Collecting Footprints
Practicalities:

Resources:

Autumn, Winter and Spring - after a wet spell, ideally first thing in the morning.
Muddy paths or areas of fresh snow fall.
Depends on weather conditions – cast making is quick & the finished casts can be left and
collected later.
Strip of card approx 50mm wide and long enough to make a collar around the print you
want to cast with 40mm overlap and two paper clips OR Circular sections cut from large
plastic drinks bottles.
Petroleum jelly, empty margarine tub for mixing plaster in, spoon, water, Plaster of Paris
– about three heaped tablespoons for each small cast.

Learning experiences: Observation, asking scientific questions to build up a picture of an animal’s
characteristics, lifestyle & habitat.

Before the session: This activity can be used as follow up from “The Ninesprings Safari” or used on its
own on other sites including school grounds. Some experience of looking for animal tracks is assumed.

What to do:
•

Find a clear animal print, preferably in mud. Clean away debris such as fallen leaves or twigs.

•

Construct a water-tight collar around the print you want to cast. This can either be from card made into
a ring, fixed with paper clips and pushed into the mud around the print, or from a section of plastic
bottle (these are best for small prints).

•

The inside surfaces of the collar should be lightly smeared with petroleum jelly and the sides of the collar
should remain at least 10mm higher than the most sticky-up part of the enclosed ground surface.

•

Mix the plaster. Start by pouring water into your mixing tub. Use as much as you judge would be needed
to cover the print to a depth of about 10mm over the highest point. Then add the plaster (Judging the
right amount of water and plaster is something you can experiment with). Sprinkle it in, stirring
constantly. It will bubble and get hot. When it reaches the consistency of double cream, stop stirring for
a few seconds to let the bubbles escape, then carefully pour the plaster into the collar. If it is too thick to
spread out properly, use the spoon to make sure it reaches into the whole collar. Tap the side of the
mould gently to try to release any air bubbles.

•

It should set in a few minutes, but will take longer to go really hard and precise drying time will depend
on the weather conditions. With care you can move the cast soon after it sets, but the longer you wait,
the stronger it will be.

•

Once the cast has set really hard you can rinse it clean with water and paint or varnish it. You will have a
negative of the footprint which can be used to make a positive copy by impressing it in mud and then
using the same casting process.

Follow up:
Survey your school grounds and identify any paths that seem to be regularly used animal routes. Mark
these on a map.
Fill some trays with flat, wet sand and place these at places along the paths you have identified. Check
regularly for footprints and tracks ad keep records using a digital camera.
Use the results from the sand trays to identify which species are using the site and see if you can
establish if there are any patterns to their activity, such as the direction of the tracks. Add this
information to your map and try to identify any neighbouring habitats that form part of the animal’s
territory.

Ninesprings

When:
Where:
How long:

Other Activities to do at
Ninesprings
Practicalities:
Numbers:
Where:
Resources:

Small groups preferable with high supervision ratio. See guidance in Safety Notes.
Dipping Platform at Lake, Ninesprings.
NB this is kept locked and can only be used by prior arrangement with the Rangers
Identification charts such as those from the Field Studies Council, e.g. Freshwater Name
Trail http://www.field-studies-council.org/publications/bycategory/nametrails.aspx
Nets, bowls or trays, tea strainers, tea spoons, recording sheets.

Learning experiences: Freshwater habitats, minibeasts and adaptations to their environment,
lifecycles.

What to Do:
Booking through the Yeovil Country Park Rangers is essential – telephone Rachael Lappage on 07949
482956

Minibeast Hunting
Practicalities:
When:
Where:
Resources:

Summer is best
Meadow area at Ninesprings with long grass and trees
White sheets, collecting pots, magnifying glasses or viewers if possible
Identification charts such as those from the Field Studies Council, e.g Woodland name
trial (mini beasts) & Bugs on bushes.
http://www.field-studies-council.org/publications/bycategory/nametrails.aspx

Learning experiences: Grassland and tree habitats and microhabitats, minibeast types and
adaptations, life cycles.

What to do:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Ask children to look for small creatures under leaves or on flowers – give them time to get used
to the small size of invertebrates.
Place a sheet under a tree or bush where you can reach the branches easily.
Shake the tree being careful not to damage it.
Identify the minibeasts which fall onto the sheet using the charts; catch them in pots for closer
inspection/identification (taking care not to hurt them).Return them when you have finished.
Record numbers of individuals of different types of minibeast and where they are found.
You can try different tree types to see if there is a difference between native trees and exotic ones.

Follow up:
•
•
•

Draw graphs to show which minibeasts live on different trees or in the grassland habitats.
Look up different stages of the life cycle of some of the invertebrates they have found.
Investigate similar habitats around the school grounds and compare the range of minibeasts found
at each site.

Ninesprings

Pond Dipping

Tree Trails
Practicalities:
Any season can be used, many possible aspects, e.g. leaf colour and shape - spring
through to autumn, twigs - winter, bark - all year round.

Where:

Memorial Arboretum at Ninesprings, near Goldenstones Leisure Centre.
Other wooded areas of the site.
NB: Penn Hill would also be suitable for these activities.

Resources:

Numerous resources for activities and identification from the Woodland Trust website at
http://www.woodland-trust.org.uk/learning/index.htm
Identification charts from the Field Studies Council, e.g. Tree Name Trail
http://www.field-studies-council.org/publications/bycategory/nametrails.aspx
Science and Plants for Schools have an online identification key
http://www-saps.plantsci.cam.ac.uk/eduintro.htm

The Flora and Fauna pages of the Ninesprings website contain species lists for the
site http://www.ninesprings.net/floraandfauna.htm

Learning Experiences: Potential for many depending on the focus of the activities chosen. Includes
science, numeracy, art & design.

What to Do:
Some possibilities could include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Spring bud-bursts – which trees come into leaf first?
Matching leaves or twigs to those on an identification chart or key.
Make bark rubbings using paper and wax crayons.
Photographing or drawing outlines whole trees and then using these to create tree silhouettes.
Recording species present using a tick list or digital camera. Images can then be used by students
to create their own identification guides for the park.
Sticking different leaves onto card pre-prepared with double-sided sticky tape & identify them to
make your own chart.
Stick small pieces of leaves of different colours onto a sticky card to make a colour charts or
decorative patterns.
Collecting seeds and nuts in autumn which can be kept and germinated in school.

Follow Up:
During autumn leaves can be collected and taken back to school and dried for use in many follow up
activities:
•
•
•

Make leaf rubbings, either as a way of recording species present or as an artistic project.
Dried leaves can be laminated and used to make identification cards, book marks and mobiles.
Dried leaves can be used in various collage activities.

The Woodland Trust has an excellent range of activities and resources that can be downloaded from their
website – see above for link. Many of these can be followed up by children outside of normal school hours.
Wildlife Watch, run by the Wildlife Trusts, also provides out of school opportunities as does the RSPB Young
Explorers club.

Ninesprings

When:

What about Water Voles?
Practicalities:
Any time of year
Dodham brook – Ninesprings/Railway walk
30 minutes
Copies of “What about Water Voles?” pupil resource sheet.
Pens, pencils, clipboards, Information sheet

Learning experiences: Sensory habitat observations and field sketches. Natural and manmade
environments. Wildlife conservation, species protection and habitat management.
Combine with “The Ninesprings Safari ” activity to compare water voles and badgers.

Before the session: You will have introduced children to the ideas of habitats and adaptation of
individual species. They should be aware that some animals have declined because of the loss of their
habitat and that conservation includes trying to protect animals by looking after their habitat.

What to do:
From the play area near the lake, cross the footbridge over Dodham Brook. Turn left along the brook (towards
Goldenstones) & stop at:
Site 1 - the large sycamore tree opposite the play area. As the edge of the brook is well fenced here, this is a
good place for appreciating the sensory qualities of the brook-side habitat as well as observing its practical
aspects.
•

Ask children to close their eyes and listen for a minute, counting all the different sounds. This should
emphasise the contrast between man-made sound and natural sounds.

•

Tell them that this is a good place to see signs of water voles. Using the water vole information sheet,
give the children some background information about the animals and how they live. You could read the
extract from “The Wind in the Willows”.

•

Discuss what makes this a good habitat for Water Voles. Water/soft banks for burrowing into/abundant
plants for food and for cover

•

Ask them to look along the opposite bank for signs of Water Voles. What signs might they see/hear?
Holes both at water level and above it, signs of nibbled grass, droppings, and possibly the “plop” sound
as a water vole drops into the water.

•

Ask pupils to draw a sketch of the river and the bank opposite you. Label all the things which might be
useful to water voles.

Turn round and walk along Railway Walk with the brook on your right for about 300m. You will see the big
buildings of the Yeo Leisure Park ahead of you.
Site 2 - Stop where you can see the brook most easily. From here you will be able to contrast this manmade
section of the brook with the natural environment at site 1.
•

Ask the children to say how the brook here has changed. Straight, concrete lined channel, not much
vegetation.

Dodham Brook

When?
Where?
How long?
Resources?

•

Do they think that this a good habitat for Water Voles?

•

Draw a sketch of the river and the bank opposite you. Label all the things which might be bad for water
voles.

Dodham Brook

Section of Dodham Brook beside Railway Walk

Discussion Points:
Numbers of Water Voles have dramatically declined in England.
1.

From the evidence you have seen today why do you think this is?

2.

What do you think people like the Yeovil Country Park Rangers can do to help to conserve water
voles?

(The Water Vole information sheet includes recommendations made in the current Park Management
plan.)

Follow up:
•

Look up the Mammal Society website and find out more about water voles.
http://www.abdn.ac.uk/mammal/facts.shtml

•

Use the field sketches, information sheet and other research to produce ideas for how Dodham
Brook could be managed to help the number of water voles in Yeovil Country Park increase.

• Or produce leaflet explaining to members of the public why the park’s water voles are so special.

What About
About Water Voles?

Close your eyes and listen for a minute, counting all the different sounds you hear.
•

Look along the bank opposite you. What can you see that might help water voles live here?

•

What signs might water voles leave that you could look for?

Draw a sketch of the river and the bank opposite you in the box below:
Label all the things which might make this a good habitat for water voles.

Dodham Brook

Site 1: Under the sycamore tree

Site 2: Along Railway Walk
Look at the brook here. Think about how it has changed.
Is this a good place for water voles to live?

•

Can you see any signs of water voles here?

Draw a sketch of the river and the bank opposite you in the box below:
Label all the things which might make this a bad habitat for water voles.

Numbers of water voles in England have gone down so much that conservationists are very worried.
• From what you have seen today why do you think this is?

•

Can you suggest what the Yeovil Country Park Rangers could do to help to conserve water
voles?

Dodham Brook

•

Water Vole Teacher’s Notes

Conservationists are very concerned about water voles as their numbers have declined dramatically, with
estimates of 95% of the population being lost. Populations are now absent from many areas of the UK, with
reasons for the decline including loss of habitat and predation from mink released into the British countryside.
Ninesprings is very important for water voles, being home to one of the two largest colonies in Somerset. The
proximity of the town may be protecting them from attack by mink.
Water Voles require natural river banks with grass running down to the water, banks into which they can burrow
and varied riverside vegetation.
Water voles eat grasses and other waterside plants. Their burrows may be surrounded by lawns of closely
cropped grass and occasional piles of neatly chopped food. From November to February their droppings are
deposited in latrines, often near their burrows or where they enter and leave the water, and are used to mark
their territories. Fresh water voles droppings are green (from the plants they eat) and, unlike the droppings of
rats, are free from odour. Water voles are active during the day so you may see them if you are quiet. If disturbed
they dive into the water with a distinct “plop” sound.

Picture from The Mammal Society’s Fact sheet

Water Vole Footprints

http://www.abdn.ac.uk/mammal/facts.shtml

Further Information:
OTHER WEBSITES:
www.watervoles.com has as excellent gallery of photographs
BOOKS:
The Water Vole - Gordon Woodroffe. Booklet published by the Mammal Society
Water Voles – Rob Strachan (Whittet Books, 1997). Not at all technical, great to use with children.
The Water Vole Conservation Handbook - Rob Strachan and Tom Moorhouse. Everything you could
Site 2: Along Railway Walk
want to know and more!

Dodham Brook

Water voles are sometimes known as water rats and often wrongly mistaken for rats. “Ratty”, one of the heroes
of “The Wind in the Willows” is not a rat at all but a water vole. They are in fact the largest species of vole found
in this country, being related more closely to both field and bank voles than to rats. They are slightly smaller than
rats, have a blunt nose, chestnut-brown fur, short hidden ears and a tail that is shorter than that of a rat and
covered in fur. Very good comparative drawings of the two can be found at
http://www.wildlifetrusts.org/index.php?section=environment:water:knowyourvole.

Extracts from the Management Plan for Yeovil Country Park:
Aim:

Recommendations:
Protect the habitat of voles by new fencing to exclude dogs from their preferred banks & burrow sites.
Complete fencing of lake
Continue to cut vegetation along Dodham Brook in sections in rotation in a 2-3m wide stretch in from the
bank. This allows for longer vegetation between the watercourse and mown grass or tarmac paths,
discouraging visitors from approaching the water courses. Advising contractors on how to strim bank-sides
in sections to protect voles
Rangers will learn how to monitor water voles so they can see how their population responds to
management of the habitat.
Educational campaign including leaflet & notice boards to ensure visitors appreciate the rarity of water
vole & need to protect them. Erect new wildlife interpretation panels
Operation of a pollution boom which is used to contain pollution if there is a spill of oil in the town
Longer-term: re-instate the original course of Dodham Brook where it has been encased in concrete since
1970s for flood relief.

Extract from the beginning of “The Wind in the Willows”
by Kenneth Grahame
As (Mole) sat on the grass and looked across the river, a dark hole in the
bank opposite, just above the water's edge, caught his eye, and dreamily he
fell to considering what a nice snug dwelling-place it would make for an animal
with few wants and fond of a bijou riverside residence, above flood level and
remote from noise and dust. As he gazed, something bright and small seemed
to twinkle down in the heart of it, vanished, then twinkled once more like a
tiny star. But it could hardly be a star in such an unlikely situation; and it was
too glittering and small for a glow-worm. Then, as he looked, it winked at him,
and so declared itself to be an eye; and a small face began gradually to grow
up round it, like a frame round a picture.
A brown little face, with whiskers.
A grave round face, with the same twinkle in its eye that had first
attracted his notice.
Small neat ears and thick silky hair.
It was the Water Rat!

Dodham Brook

To conserve and protect the Water Vole population through education and physical management.

Travelling Through Time!
Practicalities:
Any time of year
Summerhouse Hill
30 minutes
“Travelling Through Time” pupil’s sheet plus Photosheets 1 & 2, clipboards, pens, pencils,
rubbers, modern street map of Yeovil.

Learning experiences: History & Geography - Land use and landscape changes . Observation and
recording (field sketches/digital photographs), comparison with historic photographs.

Before the session: Look at a large-scale map of Yeovil today & identify Summerhouse Hill, Wyndham
Hill, the River Yeo, the Yeo Leisure Park. Also look at the present railway routes through the town.

What to do:
Park near YEO LEISURE PARK. Join the footpath/Cycleway (which follows the route of the old railway line) and
walk towards Ninesprings until you reach the footbridge over the brook. Cross the footbridge and walk up
SUMMERHOUSE HILL heading a little towards your right until you have a good view over Yeovil.
Land Use on the hill:
•

Ask children what the hill is currently used for (farmland, pasture for grazing cattle, recreational use by
walkers, picnic area).

•

Is there any sign of the land having been used differently in the past?

Point out the terraces (called LYNCHETS) which they will have walked over on their way up from the bottom of the
field. These show that the land was once ploughed & used to grow crops. The ploughed soil would have piled up
against a boundary such as a wall or hedge. When the wall or hedge was removed a step in the hillside was left
behind. Features like this can date from any time from the middle ages (1066 to 1540) to as far back as the Iron
Age (800BC to 43AD).
Land Use in the built-up area at the bottom of the hill:
•

Use photosheet 1 which has images of the landscape buildings taken 60 years apart in 2008 and 1948. The
children can match features visible from where they are standing to picture A on the worksheet & put
appropriate labels into the boxes (Summerhouse Hill, Wyndham Hill, Yeo Leisure Park, Car Park, Yeovil
Town).

•

Compare this view with the picture B. Put an X on 5 buildings visible on this old photo but are not on the new
one.

•

A box is available on the worksheet if you wish pupils to do their own field sketch and label other features
they can identify.

Changes to the site of the old Railway station and transport generally
The photos on the Photosheet 2 give three views from Summerhouse Hill, at different times during the past 150
years. They were all taken from a position close to the water trough above the steep break of slope.

Summerhouse Hill

When:
Where:
How long:
Resources:

The approximate dates of the photos are:
Picture1: Autumn 2008

Picture 2: 1962

Picture 3: circa 1880

Questions on the worksheet:
•

What is the most important use of the land (or buildings) in each photograph?

•

Which picture is the oldest? Which two things make you think this?

•

Which picture is the most recent? Which two things make you think so?

•

What has happened to the Railway station shown in two of the pictures?

•

Have you seen anything on your walk that would tell you there was once a railway here?

The history of the railways in Yeovil and reasons for the closure of Yeovil Town station (replaced by Pen Mill
station a kilometre to the NE) could be a topic of research on the internet as follow up.
Look at the trees on the top of Wyndham Hill. Are they the same in all 3 photos? Why do you think they
have changed?

•

This last question is explored in greater depth in the Wyndham Hill “Have Your say” activity but pupils should
think about the growth and ageing of living things. It is possible that some trees of a different species may
have been removed after the earliest photo.

Follow up:
•

Download the historic map of Yeovil from 1890 from www.british-history.ac.uk/map.aspx
Find out when Yeovil Town station was closed and why.

•

Research the development of the railway system in and around Yeovil. The Yeovil Town
website http://www.yeoviltown.com/history.aspx contains useful information on this and
other aspects of the Town’s history. B L Jackson’s book “Yeovil – 150 years of Railways”,
published in 2003 covers the subject comprehensively.

•

Contact the South Somerset Museums and Heritage Service which has an outreach and
education service http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/index.jsp?articleid=707 and a
Community Heritage Access centre.

•

Changing modes of transport. You could use this as an example of how transport in the
last century changed from public transport including trains to widespread use of cars
(illustrated by car parking replacing railway sidings).

•

Look up the flood map for Yeovil on the Environment Agency’s website. Go to
http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/ and click on Flood risk.

•

Use the modern map to find out what use is made of the land which is at risk from
flooding from the Yeo and its tributary Dodham Brook (which you crossed to get to
Summerhouse Hill): non-residential uses like car parking, leisure centre, park, golf course
& open land.

Summerhouse Hill

By comparing the current view with old photographs some big changes can be seen. The main change is the
replacement of the old Yeovil Town Railway station by the Yeo Leisure Park (the large white building) and car
parking.

Travelling Through Time !
Photosheet 1: Changes in Yeovil Town

Put these labels into the boxes:
•

Summerhouse Hill,

•

Wyndham Hill,

•

Yeo Leisure Park,

•

Car Park,

•

Yeovil Town.

Compare this view with the picture B, the old photograph. Put an X on 5 buildings
that are on the old photo but are not on the new one.
Draw your own labelled field sketch of the same view in this box:

Summerhouse Hill

Match what you can see from where you are standing to the features in picture A.

Photosheet 2: Three Views from Summerhouse Hill
•

What is the most important use of the land (or buildings) in each
photograph?

View 2:_____________________________________________
View 3: _____________________________________________
•

Which picture is the oldest?
Which two things make you think this?

•

Which picture is the most recent?
Which two things make you think so?

•

What has happened to the Railway station shown in two of the pictures?

•

Have you seen anything on your walk that would tell you there was once a
railway here?

•

Look at the trees on the top of Wyndham Hill. Are they the same in all 3
photos?

•

Why do you think they have changed?

Summerhouse Hill

View 1:_____________________________________________

Travelling Th
Through Time!
Time!
Phot0sheet 1

Picture B: Taken in 1948

Summerhouse Hill

Picture A: Taken in 2008

Travelling Th
Through Time
Time!

Photosheet 2

View 2

View 3

Summerhouse Hill

View 1

Lime Light!
Practicalities:
Any time of year, particularly suited to the winter months.
Wyndham Hill, with preparatory and follow on sessions in the classroom.
Class time to prepare, field visit (1 hr) plus several classroom sessions as follow on.
Copies of Photosheets 1, 2 and 3, News Sheet and “Lime Lines” resource sheets.
The “Travelling Through Time” Photosheet 2 can also be used for additional views of
Wyndam Hill.
Digital cameras could be used if available.

Learning experiences: This activity gives the opportunity to look at the landmark lime trees on the top
of Wyndham Hill as part of the historic landscape of Yeovil and to consider future changes and
management of the trees.

Before the session: This activity is best used after “Travelling Through Time” as Wyndahm Hill will have
been viewed during the visit to Summerhouse Hill.
A short preparatory classroom session is needed to set the context for the visit and to introduce the
supporting resources.

What to do:
There are 3 parts to this activity: A preparatory session, field visit and follow on classroom
sessions.

Preparatory session – using the pupil’s sheet and other resource sheets to set the context of the visit.
•

Explain that the lime trees on Wyndham Hill have been an important Yeovil landmark hundreds of years.
Pupils will probably have noticed then on the skyline when they visited Summerhouse Hill.

The trees can be seen clearly from the air using Google Earth. If possible use an interactive whiteboard to zoom
out and get an idea of what distance the trees are visible from.
The children will be looking at the history of these trees and what can be done to make sure there are always lime
trees on the top of the hill.
•

Give the children time to look at and discuss the three photos sheets and the news sheet. The “Lime
Line” sheet which gives a brief chronology of Wyndham Hill can also be used.

Field Visit – Wellingtons are advisable for this as the ground on the top of the hill is often muddy and
churned up by the grazing livestock.
Park at the YEO LEISURE PARK in the section of car park beyond the railway bridge. From here join the
footpath/cycleway (which follows the route of the old railway line) eastwards for a short distance before
taking a footpath on the left that leads up the hill to the lime trees. Stop at the bottom of the hill to look up at
the trees before ascending to the top.

Wyndham Hill

When:
Where:
How long:
Resources:

Here the children can look closely at the trees where they will see that they are becoming hollow inside
and starting to deteriorate.

•

If cameras are available the children can make a photographic record of their visit.

•

Classroom follow-on sessions – During these sessions the children consider how important the
trees are to the people of Yeovil and what can be done to celebrate them. They also consider the replanting
and what could be done to reduce vandalism.
•

Ask the children to suggest ideas of how to celebrate the trees. These could include photographic
records, artworks, surveys and interviews.

•

The children then gather information from a wide range of sources to use in their celebration. These
could include sources such as historic photos and memories of family and friends, as well as their own
photographs and the information already supplied in the supporting resource sheets.

•

They should also consider the replanting attempts and how it might be possible to prevent any new
trees from being vandalised.

•

Using media of their choice, the information and ideas are then used to put together the celebration.

Follow up:
•

Invite the Yeovil Country Park Rangers to a presentation of the children’s celebratory work.

Citizenship Activity:
• The problems of replanting could be developed further into a role play exercise where small groups
of children take on the roles of different interest groups who make use of the site in some way (e.g.
Local History group, Teenage youth group, Yeovil Country Park volunteer team, Mother and Toddler
group, local natural History group etc). This could be linked to the consultation framework of the
Yeovil Country Park Management Plan (http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/index.jsp?articleid=693 –
page 15) and an open public meeting staged where each interest group shares its own perspective
on the replanting with the others.
Lime Trees and Ancient Trees:
• The Woodland Trust has some good ideas and resources on its Nature Detectives website
http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk/download such as identification sheets that include lime
leaves and twigs.
•

Look at images of other ancient trees on the Ancient Tree Forum Website
http://frontpage.woodland-trust.org.uk/ancient-tree-forum/atfgallery/gallerysection.htm

•

Dorset Wildlife Trust’s Greenwood Tree Project has some interesting information about very old, or
Veteran, trees http://www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk/dorset_greenwood_tree_project.html

•

http://www.wild-about-woods.org.uk/elearning/treesmemory/index.html has an on-line interactive
activity looking at the lives of 3 different ancient trees

•

The Ancient Tree Hunt website http://www.ancient-tree-hunt.org.uk/project has lots of
information and some good resources to down load.

Wyndham Hill

Old trees like these are very important for wildlife as rotting wood forms an excellent habitat for insects that in
turn provide food for birds and other animals. However old trees in public places can become unsafe and have to
be managed or even felled. The failed attempts to plant new trees can also be seen.

Lime Light!
Light!
been a well known landmark in Yeovil for hundreds of
years. Look at the Photosheets. They show how the
town has changed but how the view of the hill has
stayed the same.
These trees are now very old and are beginning to die.
Sadly all attempts to plant new trees that will grow to
replace the old trees have failed. This is because
vandals keep destroying them. The News Sheet
contains reports from local papers describing what
happened to the new trees.
The Countryside Rangers at South Somerset
District Council would like you to help them
celebrate these wonderful old trees.
• Can you think of some ideas of how
to do this?
• Can you think of ways of finding
out what other people from Yeovil
think about these trees?

Wyndham Hill

The four lime trees on the top of Wyndham Hill have

Lime Line!

Wyndham hill for over 200 years.
• Wyndham Hill was included in the Yeovil town
boundary in 1854.
• The hill is marked on old maps, such as the 1890
Ordnance Survey map, as Windmill Hill. The name
was changed by the Harbin family who owned the
hill. They re-named it after the Wyndham family
who lived nearby.
• The field at the bottom of the hill was used by
local people as a recreation ground and in 1887
events to celebrate Queen Victoria’s golden
jubilee were held there.
• The hill and the surrounding field were also used
by the people of Yeovil for events including sports
days and peace day thanksgiving celebrations.
• In 1988 a bronze axe head was found at Wyndham
Hill. This suggests that the hill has been used by
people for thousands of years.

Wyndham Hill

• There are thought to have been Lime Trees on

• In 1994 there were plans to build a supermarket
on part of the land.

four lime trees.
• In 1997 there was an idea to build a road through
part of the site.
• The District Council bought the hill and
surrounding land in 2000. The land is 20 acres in
size, which is about 8 hectares.
• In 2002 Yeovil Country Park was created which
includes Wyndham Hill.
• In 2004 four small lime trees were planted at the
top of the hill, so that when the old trees die
there will be young ones to replace them.
• In 2007 vandals destroyed all four of the new
trees.
• Local people raised the money to plant four more
trees in December 2008.
• In January 2009 the new trees
were destroyed by vandals
who burnt them to the ground.

Wyndham Hill

• 1n 1996 Tree Preservation Orders were put on the

Trees destroyed by vandals
Wednesday 14th Nov 2007

The trees were planted by South Somerset District Council's countryside team with volunteers and
members of the Wyndham Hill Action Group, in order to preserve the landmark lime tree clump when
the four older trees died out.
Katy Menday, countryside manager at South Somerset District Council said: "The living landmark on
Wyndham Hill is famous across the town.
"In 2004, groups and communities from Yeovil came together to ensure there were four new trees on
site that would become established in case the old original limes failed.
"This has been an utterly mindless act of vandalism, and one that must have required great strength
and persistence. With replacement costs prohibitively expensive we will not be replacing the trees in
the near future".
Countryside Ranger at South Somerset District Council, Steve Wroe, said: "I am extremely frustrated
and disappointed that this pointless act of vandalism has happened, these young trees were planted to
conserve the lime tree legacy on the hill, they lasted for three years and were well established”.

(From the Yeovil Express)

Green team plant new lime trees to save local
landmark
Monday 8 December 2008
YEOVIL’S most prominent living landmark was given a new lease of life this week when four new lime
trees were planted on Wyndham Hill.
A team, made up of Wyndham Action Group members, South Somerset District Council's Countryside
Volunteers and the district council's ranger team took to the hill to make sure the iconic feature
continues to flourish.
Katy Menday, South Somerset District Council's Countryside Manager explains, "The existing four trees
in the cluster are which will grow up and replace the older ones when they naturally die, so we've
effectively ensured that there will be limes on the hill for many years to come."
The tree planting – which was funded by the Wyndham Action Group – was completed on Thursday 4
December by South Somerset District Council's Countryside Volunteers who made sure the young trees
were given a good footing.
(From www.southsomerset.gov.uk)

Wyndham Hill

FOUR specially planted Lime Trees at Wyndham Hill in Yeovil have been vandalised beyond all repair
this week.

Vandals strike again at Yeovil landmark
Friday 9 January 2009

The burned-out remains of four lime trees were reported to police after New Year's Eve festivities,
leaving staff at Yeovil Country Park shocked and unsure whether to replace them.
The domineering sight of the trees overlooking the centre of Yeovil from the peak of Wyndham Hill is
one of the most recognisable and iconic in the town, but rangers fear that due to their age they might
fall down at some point. In a bid to make sure this much-loved landmark is not lost, countryside
rangers planted replacements.
After two previous attempts were destroyed by vandals, the Wyndham Action Group and a private
individual sponsored the latest effort with a donation of £1,000 including sturdy wooden tree guards in
a bid to protect them.
Scenes of celebration marked the ceremonial planting on 4 December but less than a month later
nothing is left of them except marks on the spot of where they were beginning to flourish.
"A group of vandals have burned them all to the ground," said senior countryside official Katy Menday.
"We are still reeling about what happened and are trying to decide what the next step forward should
be."
Staff at the site cleaned up the charred remains on Monday morning as they held talks with the action
group about what to do next.
Ms Menday said: "Each time we have changed the mechanism to make them studier in an attempt to
stop vandalism. It is completely mindless.
"We are all very upset. So much effort has been put in by the community to get these planted again
and it was something people really wanted to see. If we replant them the only option will be to use
metal tree guards, which are very expensive.
"The community tried to sponsor it and we need to give it serious thought but we do not want to just
pour money on it."
The suspected arson attack was reported by a member of the local neighbourhood watch.
Ms Menday said she also had several calls regarding the incident. "That just shows how upset people
were and how affected they are by what has happened. They were protected by sturdy tree guards and
someone must have deliberately gone up there to attack them.”
Local resident Ashley Richards, who came across the damage, said: "It is a disgrace that the community
has to live with such mindless and woeful destruction from a minority who chose to make their
statement in this place."
(From www.thisissomerset.co.uk)

Wyndham Hill

VANDALS have destroyed a set of trees – planted to preserve one of Yeovil's most picturesque
landmarks – for the third time.

Then and Now – photosheet 1

Celebrating
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1905
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1919
Peace Day
Thanksgiving
Service

Wyndham Hill

1887

Then and Now – photosheet 2

Wyndham Hill
1880 – Yeovil Town Station

1938 – Yeovil Town Station

1962 – Yeovil Town Station

Then and Now – photosheet 3

Lime Trees
July 2008

Wyndham Hill

Wyndham Hill

A Walk along the Riverside
Practicalities:
When:

How long:
Resources:

Any time of year.
Riverside Walk along River Yeo. It is possible to park at Pen Mill station but it is advisable
to check first, particularly if you want to make use of the toilets &/or café. Otherwise you
can turn North off A30 between Pittards factory & Nissan showroom then turn left to
park near the end of the road at GR 571162.
3km walk will take about an hour plus time spent on activities; allow at least half a day.
Clipboards, pencils/pens, Pupil Resource sheets, Camera, Yeovil Country Park map,
Compass, Class set of relevant section of OS 1:25,000 pathfinder map, showing field
boundaries.

Learning experiences:
The main focus of the activity is the geography theme of Water & its effects on landscapes & people
(KS2,6c) using appropriate geographical skills including 2a vocabulary of physical river features, 2b field
sketching & taking photographs, 2c using maps with opportunities in follow-up work to use 2d, e & f
secondary sources, drawing sketch maps & ICT.
• What evidence could they look for to tell them which mammal species live on or visit the site?
Note that the River Yeo is unsuitable for any direct measurement of flow – the banks are steep & the
river deep & fast flowing.
There is the possibility of turning the walk into a circuit by continuing after the rail bridge for 300 metres
before turning left (W) up the wide track to the Car Park and returning along Lyde Road.
Extension gives the opportunity of doing an urban transect along Lyde Road from modern suburban
th
housing through an industrial zone to the 19 century terraced housing in the streets close to the railway
station.

Before the session:
You should have introduced the main physical features of rivers: channel, meander, river cliff, floodplain.
Use an O S map to find out where the River Yeo lies in relation to Yeovil. You could also have introduced the
group to using six figure Grid References.

What to do:
Use the outward section to the rail bridge to focus on the effect of the River Yeo on the landscape:
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

The first part to the river can be used for map reading practice, using compass points, distance & the grid
– pupils answer the questions on the worksheet.
At Grid Reference 575165 the land beside the track widens into area of newly planted trees. Follow the
main track but move to where you can see the river.
At first sharp bend: Sketch the river feature (or take photos for labelling at school). This lies under the
overhead wires and it is accessible via a narrow riverside path which forks right off the main track at
GR575165. This requires care & should be avoided in very wet slippery conditions.
Straight stretch: Tree roots are exposed in the river bank here, introducing the theme of river erosion.
There is a wide floodplain on opposite bank – estimate the width here.
Pass the bend at GR 578166. There is a good view to the south across the floodplain in next 100 m.
After a further 100 m at GR580167 there is a Major Erosional Feature – a cut-off meander. A labelled
field sketch could include: old meander, river cliff, alluvium exposed in river cliff, fast-flowing river
current, steep course.
Continue along the river under the power lines to a section where path is squeezed between railway and
river. Here there is an eroded section of path – what has been done to protect the path?

Riverside Walk

Where:

•

Continue under Rail Bridge to next bend where path widens – Here there is a seat, with a possible picnic
spot and turning point if the longer circular route is not being followed.

On the return leg focus on the effect of the river on people.

•

On the return journey, record the use that is made of all the land along the river. The following key could be
used:
Grass

G

Pasture/Grazing

P

Arable/Ploughed land

A

Woodland/Trees

W

Golf course

GC

Country park

CP

Industry

I

Transport

T

Housing

H

Utilities/water /sewage/elec

U

Shops

S

Derelict/Unused land

D

Car park

C

•

What is most of the land being used for? (pasture/farmland, parks/recreation, trees, transport, utilities,
industry) Why? (fertile, flat, unaffected by flooding)

•

What isn’t it being used for? (Housing) Why not? (Flood risk, threat to life & property, cost)

Land Use Zoning is cost effective flood control
•

•

Keep a record of all the different kinds of transport, what is being transported & how:
Water – river

Electricity- power lines

People – path

Sewage – pipes

Trains – railway

Lorries, tractors etc

Why are so many trees being planted?

Follow up:
•

The Yeovil Country Park information leaflet, containing the site map, can be downloaded from
http://www.southsomerset.gov.uk/index.jsp?articleid=693

•

Use Google Earth to complete the land use map.

•

Look up the historical map of Yeovil to identify the location of its old mills & historical uses of the
land beside the river Yeo at www.british-history.ac.uk/map.aspx.

•

Use the old land use survey from the 1930s to see how land use has changed at
www.visionofbritain.org.uk/maps/map_lib_page.do & select 1930s land utilisation.

•

Look up the Environment agency flood map for Yeovil to find out the extent of the floodplain. Go
to the Environment Agency’s website at http://maps.environment-agency.gov.uk/wiyby/ and click
on Flood risk.

Riverside Walk

Rivers provide resources and opportunities for people to use but they also pose problems, hazards and costs.

A Walk along the Riverside
Finding your way to the river

•

Find the start of the path on the map.
If you have a compass use it to find out which way you are walking; otherwise work
it out by looking at the map.
Mark the places on the map where you think these photos were
taken:

Effect of rivers on the landscape
•

In the box below draw a sketch of the first bend in the river, including these
labels: bank, meander, channel, fastest current

Riverside Walk

•
•

•

_____________________________________________________________
Look past the trees to the fields on the other side (you will also get a good view
point when you go past the next bend). What words could you use to describe this
land?

What is the geographical name for this flat part of the landscape?
____________________________________________________
Estimate how wide the flat area is: ___________________
Use your compass to see if you can work out which direction is the river flowing?
Direction:_____________________
•

At Grid reference 580167 draw a sketch of the abandoned bend below.
Add these labels to your sketch:
river cliff,

alluvium,

pond,

main river channel,

debris in river,

fast-flowing current (you could show the direction with an arrow),

•

Just before the railway bridge on a narrow section of path there has been some
work to stop the river eroding the path. Describe what has been done – use a
sketch if you want to.

Riverside Walk

Along the next straight stretch you will see trees growing on the bank opposite.
What do you notice about their roots?
What causes them to look like this?
_____________________________________________________________

Effects of Rivers on People
Rivers provide resources and opportunities for people to use but they also pose

•

On the return journey, record on your map how the land along the river is being used.
Use the following key (or make up one of your own if you prefer) to decide the use
made of every piece of land on both sides of the river:

Grass

G

Pasture/Grazing

P

Arable/Ploughed land

A

Woodland/Trees

W

Golf course

GC

Country park

CP

Industry

I

Transport

T

Housing

H

Utilities (water/sewage/electricity) U

Shops

S

Derelict/Unused land

Car park

C

D

What is most of the land being used for?_____________________
Why do you think this is?
________________________________________________
What isn’t it being used for?______________________________
Why not? ____________________________________________

•

Keep a record of all the different kinds of transport you can see: what is being
transported & how?

Riverside Walk

problems, hazards and costs.

•

Why are so many trees being planted?

alder

Alder

willow

poplar

Willow

Poplar

Find leaves of 3 other trees which have been planted and draw them in the box below.
When you get back to school you could try to identify them.

Riverside Walk

Find leaves of these 3 trees which are suited to wet conditions & often grow by rivers:

Tree-mendous!
Practicalities:
Autumn
Penn Hill
Flexible – various short activities can be combined to make sessions of different durations
Mirrors, collecting bags, clipboards, copies of pupil’s blank recording sheets, pencils/pens,
digital cameras could be used if available.

Learning experiences: Potential for many depending on activities chosen. Could include sensory work,
art and design, creative writing and ICT

What to do:

The range of native and exotic tree species in this area of the Country Park lend
themselves to a variety of autumnal creative activities. The Tree Trail activities from the “Other Activities to do at
Ninesprings” sheet can also be used here.

Canopy Capers:
Standing under a tree they have chosen, children hold a mirror just below their eyes so that when they
look down into it they see a reflection of the tree canopy above them.
Walk slowly round the trunk of the tree looking at the shapes and colours of the branches and leaves.
Try tilting the mirror to vary the angle. Repeat with different trees.
Use blank recording sheets to record words to describe how the tree looks when viewed in this way.
Collect a small number of leaves from the ground to take back to school.
Repeat with different trees.

•
•
•
•
•

Lovely Leaves:
Children have a few minutes from which to select two leaves that they think special from all the dropped
leaves on the ground. They need to decide their own reasons for selecting these leaves, which could
include colour, size, pattern, shape etc.
Gather the children together and ask them to explain to each other why they chose their leaves. Ask
them to examine each other’s leaves closely and look for something unique in each one.
Collect up all the leaves to take back to school. Once there spread them over a table and see if the
children can recognise their own special leaves.

•

•
•

Magic Carpets
Children work in small groups to collect a range of material that has fallen from the trees (leaves, twigs,
seeds etc).
Each group then uses their materials to create a large picture on the ground inspired by their
surroundings.
The finished pictures, or Magic Carpets, can be photographed before being left for other visitors to
enjoy.

•
•
•

Follow up:
•

Material collected from the visit can be used for a number of craft activities back in school. The
Woodland Trust has some good ideas and resources on its Nature Detectives website
http://www.naturedetectives.org.uk/download/autumn

•

Descriptions recorded during the visit can be used in creative writing exercises, for example
writing acrostic poetry using the names of the particular tree species that the children observed
with their mirrors.

•

More permanent public art features that celebrate the trees can be designed to replace the Magic
Carpets once they have decayed. Scale models of prototypes can be constructed and
accompanying interpretation materials produced such as display boards and leaflets.

Penn Hill

When:
Where:
How long:
Resources:

TreeTree-mendous!
mendous!

Penn Hill

Developed and written by Frances Stuart

Education
Pack
River Study

Yeovil Country Park

Activities

The Ranger’s day

For more copies of this pack, or for a copy
of the education pack for Ham Hill Country
Park contact South Somerset District
Council Countryside Department
01935 462462 or email:

countryside@southsomerset.gov.uk

The Ninesprings Safari
Railway History
Tree Trails
and much more…

For more information about the SSDC
Countryside service or to download this and
the education pack for Ham Hill Country Park
online visit:

www.southsomerset.gov.uk/countryside
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