
Yeovil Your Somerset 

Town Centre of Choice



In our new vision of Yeovil town centre we want 
to work with you to create something special. 

Yeovil Town Centre

The Place of Choice to Work, Live and Play

Whether we’re planning for new developments, improving our roads and 
public spaces  or helping  find new uses for old premises  we will work 

together to:

•	 Increase quantity and quality  of residential development in 
the town centre

•	 Support the hospital and college’s objectives for innovation 
and development 

•	 Celebrate the town’s heritage, art and cultural offer

•	 Strengthen and consolidate the town’s retail centre

•	 Improve the quality of public and green spaces

•	 encourage good access to the town, making it convenient and  
attractive to move through

•	 Encourage healthy living opportunities

•	 Increase breadth of offer of things to do to encourage people 
to spend more time in the centre

•	 Increase mix of uses to creative vitality throughout day and 
evening

•	 Increase the number and diversity of employment 
opportunities

•	 Create an exciting calendar of markets and events

The Refresh document sets out a focus for our work in 
the form of a Town Centre Plan for Yeovil in the future. 
This strategy or plan will help guide us and partners in 
reimagining the town centre as a destination  of choice 
and pride for future generations . We will need to allow 
for change, while looking after all the things that make 
it unique – a delicate balancing act when that means 
different things to different people.

Some of the work will be about continuing and 
expanding what we’re doing already, some will be 
completely new, while some of it will be fact-finding 

work to look at all the options. We will be able to 
begin work on  certain projects straightaway, while for 
some of the more ambitious medium-term and long-
term work, we will have to bid for funding.

Over the next few pages, we want to give you a flavour 
of the plan - and explain how it will help Yeovil grow 
as an exciting destination of choice - and centre for 
shopping, work, living and leisure.

Yeovil town centre will be a 

vibrant place to live, work, learn 

and visit. Revitalised public spaces 

will celebrate the town’s civic 

life and heritage – and help to 

regenerate the town’s retail heart. 

A broad range of quality housing 

will encourage a diverse and 

inclusive community. New space 

for business will help to redefine 

the town as a place for enterprise. 

Local people and visitors will enjoy 

an exciting range of places for 

leisure, culture and socialising – 

both during the day and evening.

As a dynamic and distinctive 

regional centre, Yeovil will be a 

place of choice.
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When Bob Dylan wrote “The Times they 
are–a-changing” over 50 years ago, we had 
no idea what lay in wait for our town centres. 
Back then “town” was somewhere you went 
to do your regular shop, often visiting several 
retailers to buy your essentials, bumping into 
friends and neighbours before getting on the 
bus home. You would perhaps visit the cinema 
once a week or even go for a drink after work.

In the 21st century people’s habits have adapted 
and changed. The Internet has made a huge 
difference to how we use our town centre. Yeovil 
still features as a shopping destination, but cars are 
currently the preferred way of getting to town. There 
are not enough people who see a trip to Yeovil as a 
chance to relax and socialise.

South Somerset District Council teamed up with a 
team of consultants and a number of key partners 
to explore how we could invest in Yeovil’s future. 
This Vision explores how Yeovil could adapt and 
become a place where people choose to work, 
choose to spend their leisure time and of course 
choose to live.   



Town Centre Plan
In producing this document we have 
talked to stakeholders from a range of 
backgrounds including local and private, 
volunteer and educational organisations 
about their perceptions of Yeovil. 
Following these consultations we looked 
at Yeovil’s strengths as well as many 
of the issues that needed addressing. 

Specific projects and initiatives were 
identified and included as part of the 
Town Centre Plan. For ease of reference 
and understanding, three main themes 
have been outlined:  “Creating Spaces 
and Linking Places”; “Enriching the 
Mix”  and Transport – “Improving the 
Network”. 

Improve the Network
•	 Make the town centre easier to get to and around 

•	 Introduce better access by car

•	 Strike a balance between pedestrian and motorist

•	 Improve road safety with new crossings

•	 Introduce better access by foot

•	 Develop walking and cycling routes with clear signage 
to the Country Park

•	 Develop better and consistent signage

•	 Improve and consolidate existing car park provision

Enrich the Mix
•	 Encourage sustainable, mixed-use development, attracting 

people of all ages to live, work and spend leisure time in the 
town centre. 

•	 Increase town centre living  – maximising potential of 
existing vacant development sites

•	 Encourage delivery of quality apartments on appropriate 
central sites 

•	 Encourage more retirement housing as part of diverse mix

•	 Encourage growth of business spaces and town centre 
business hub

•	 Encourage development of additional leisure facilities 
(hotel/pub/restaurants) to give choice

•	 Encourage delivery of a large store, discount food store to 
act as town anchor

•	 Encourage a diversity of independent retailers and 
businesses. 

Create Spaces & Link Places
•	 Create beautiful, flexible public spaces, 

suitable for events and for people to spend 
time in

•	 Create spaces accessible for all

•	 Help preserve the town’s history and 
heritage.

•	 Invest in lighting schemes to encourage the 
night time economy

•	 Make spaces where quality markets can be 
staged

•	 Provide more pedestrian areas to 
encourage a café culture

•	 Introduce a clear network of walking routes 
to access different areas of the town

•	 Create a design guide to ensure quality and 
consistency across all projects, presenting a 
“joined-up” approach to town design



We have looked at a number of town 

centre sites to see what can be done 

to deliver these aspirations we have 

outlined on the previous pages. 

A few sites are difficult to develop for a variety 
of reasons, others are owned by the Council 
and some represent real redevelopment 
opportunities. We have examined the suitable 
and viable uses for each site including 
residential, retail and leisure which we believe 
would enhance the vibrancy and vitality of 
Yeovil’s town centre.

Enrich the Mix

Petters Way
• Commercial re-development with 

potential to deliver 30,000 sq ft

Ski Centre
• Recreational and Community 

uses encouraged

Stars Lane
• To be retained as car park with some 

potential for commercial development 

at the junction of Stars Lane and 

Summerhouse Terrace. Potential residential 

development fronting Stars Lane.

Box Factory
• Residential led development to deliver in 

the region of 85 homes

Bus Station/Glovers Walk
• Mixed use development extending to 

approximately 20,000 sq metre of new 

accommodation over three/four storeys

Cattle Market
• A range of potential suitable 

developments including retail 

and/or residential

• North Lane/Court Ash

• Residential led development to 

deliver in excess of 80 units

• 20,000 square metres



The Borough 
The Borough together with St John’s Church 
Gardens is a key public space in Yeovil and 
represents the “Heart” of the town centre. We 
have imagined a unified space that would create a 
powerful and iconic identity for Yeovil transforming 
its perception into a great town and place to visit 
and spend time. It gives a progressive and modern 
twist to the area’s character and we feel it would 
help to change attitudes, demonstrate progress 
and kick-start a wider programme of regeneration 
throughout the town.

The Bandstand
At the eastern end of town centre, a new  
Entertainment  Square would act as a catalyst for 
wider regeneration of that end of town. Ideally 
this regeneration would include the replacement 
of some of the poor quality buildings fronting 
its perimeter with new high quality mixed-use 
buildings. Cafés, restaurants and bars with outside 
seating and residential development above would 
bring activity and safety to the space through 
day and night. In the interim we are exploring the 
introduction of temporary removable units to allow 
short term occupancy by start-up businesses.

Create Spaces 

and Link Places

Good public spaces should be 
multi-functional! They can be 
used for getting from a to b, but 
also as places to stay around 
and meet people, plan social 
gatherings, act as venues or 
places of inspiration for displays 
of public art and also for hosting 
community events.

The economy benefits when public space is 
used to full effect with a lively café culture from 
which can spring a viable night time culture, 
bringing people into the centre with well-
designed lighting schemes and staging special 
events like ice-rinks and Christmas markets.

Yeovil town centre has two key public spaces 
which represent the “heart” of the town centre. 
These are the Borough to the west and The 
Bandstand at the eastern end of town.



We want to make sure we’re all proud of Yeovil town centre as a 
growing, quality destination and centre for business, leisure and 

residents. Yeovil Refresh reflects the views of local people and 
organisations and will continue to do so as we go forward.

And remember, this is just a flavour of the exciting work we’re 
planning for the town centre – it’s the first in a number of stages 

of ongoing public consultation on the regeneration of Yeovil 
town centre.  We are looking to set the ball rolling and 

other projects and initiatives will follow.

So, if you want the bigger picture, please take a look at 
the full town centre strategy on our website at  

www.southsomerset.gov.uk where you will have 
the opportunity to give us your feedback on 

these exciting plans.

When we looked at transport, we identified a number of issues:
•	 Restricted access for vehicles between Reckleford and the town centre often results in the 

use of narrow routes such as Court Ash or ‘u-turning’ at the hospital roundabout.

•	 The number of one-way roads through the town makes some of the routes convoluted and 
difficult for visitors to get around.

•	 A car park study showed some car parks are underutilised whilst others need improvements 
to enhance quality and safety.

•	 There’s a lack of clarity in the function of each car park (e.g. retail, leisure, commuting).

•	 The bus station is a poor quality entry point to the town for users and acts as a barrier for 
pedestrians from the east of the town.

•	 The A30 Reckleford impedes pedestrian movements with poorly sited crossings and an 
unattractive environment. 

•	 The A30 Queensway restricts town centre access for pedestrians and cyclists from the west.

•	 There is a lack of cycle links and cycle parking in the town centre. 

•	 Gaps in the walking and cycling network, particularly from the eastern and northern areas of 
the town make access to the town centre difficult.

Improve the Network

• Development of town centre access strategy with Somerset County Council

• Improved Reckleford vehicle access

• Creation of improved pedestrian environment on Reckleford

• Review of traffic circulation in vicinity of Middle Street/Wyndham Street

• Creation of bus street/s

• Review of car parking and signage

• Development of walking and cycling strategy

• Improved pedestrian wayfinding

Where Next?

Next Steps to Improve the Network
We will work with the Highway Authority (Somerset County Council) to develop an access strategy 
for Yeovil town centre, which will develop options to address the issues and test these options 
to assess feasibility. As this access strategy develops we will involve key stakeholders including 
transport operators.

Potential Projects



Commission for Architecture 
and the Built Environment (CABE)

“The quality of the built environment around us has a significant 

impact on our lives. It can transform people’s quality of life, 

stimulate the economy and enhance the environment.  

Good design plays a vital role in creating better places  

that enrich the local community.  ”


