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Consultation response 
 
Wincanton Neighbourhood Plan 
 

Introduction 

Somerset County Council welcomes the opportunity to respond to this consultation.  
 
Please find comments from the County Council Acoustics Specialist. 
 
Should you have any queries regarding the comments, please contact Amy Shepherd, 
Corporate Performance Officer on 01823 359225 or aashepherd@somerset.gov.uk  
 

Consultation response 

The Wincanton Neighbourhood Plan Submission has been considered with respect to the 
topics of noise and vibration. The County Council Acoustics Specialist notes that Policy 11 
is correct to highlight the potential benefits that may arise to existing housing by changes in 
the use of employment land (possibly to further quieter residential uses). However the 
County Council Acoustics Specialist states that it may be less clear that alternative uses 
may have adverse impact on employment land if they introduce noise sensitive 
development, and the associated expectations for amenity, as this could conflict with or 
constrain potential commercial development opportunities and uses.  
 
The County Council Acoustic Specialist recommended that the plan should require the 
construction of new homes to be appropriate to their environment and the planning uses of 
adjoining land can, or should have a significant influence on housing design. The inevitable 
requirement to construct new housing and the increasing desire to utilise brownfield sites 
can give rise to noise conflict with existing nearby commercial development particularly if a 
housing developer does not design to effectively mitigate these impacts. The County 
Council Acoustic Specialist considers that the NPPF advice does not adequately consider 
this issue that was once addressed by PPG24 (repealed in 2012) and it has been left to 
local policy to identify the need for new housing to incorporate measures sufficient to 
mitigate the existing, or potentially likely, noise impacts from surrounding land uses. The 
Wincanton plan might therefore consider making reference to the new advice contained 
within ProPG Professional Practice Guidance on Planning & Noise - New Residential 
Development as a simple way to address these potential noise conflicts. 
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