
South Somerset District Council – Post Examination Hearing Session Question 

Question 11: Household Figures: Could the Council respond to the comments made on 

behalf of the East Coker Preservation Trust in paragraphs 2 and 3 of ECPT HD 004 with 

regard to household figures. 

South Somerset District Council Response: 

The Council has sought to ensure that it takes account of the most recent statistical releases 

provided by the Office for National Statistics (ONS) and Department for Communities and 

Local Government (DCLG). In doing so, it has taken account of the 2011 Census data. 

The advantage of the 2011 Census is that it provides fixed point values for household 

numbers within the district. During the analysis of the various demographic-orientated 

scenarios, as set out in HD013, it was possible to utilise this information to set out revised 

scenarios for the projected number of households in the district over the Local Plan period 

(2006 – 2028).  

Looking at both the 2001 and 2011 Census1, they show that the number of households in 

South Somerset was 63,769 (2001 Census) and 69,501 (2011 Census). 

The average rate of household growth between these two fixed, agreed datasets is 573.2 

households per annum. As set out in HD013, this figure has been used in Table 2 to project 

forward the number of households in the “Trend Based Average” scenario to 2028 (see 

column four). 

This average rate of change in the number of households has been used to derive a figure 

for the number of households in 2006. Applying this average rate of change for the years 

between 2001 and 2011 generates a figure of 66,635 households for 2006. This figure has 

then been taken forward in some of the scenarios set out in document HD013.  

The Council has also used the figure of 68,000 households for 2006 (see columns 2, 3, and 

6 in Table 2 of HD013). This figure originates from the 2008-based household projections. 

The Council is satisfied that document HD013 and the approaches therein satisfy the 

Inspector’s request that the Council demonstrate how the latest population and household 

data has been considered and factored into the decision-making on establishing a housing 

requirement for the Local Plan (2006 – 2026). 

                                                           
1 Census data tables used are: Household Composition, 2001 (KS20); and Household Composition, 2011 (KS105EW) 


