
Sustainability Appraisal 
 
Sustainability Framework 
 

SA Objective Will the policy/proposal /strategy help to…..? Scores 

Canal Way Option 2 Shudrick Lane 
Option 1 

SSDC Ilminster SSDC Ilminster 

1. Improve access to essential 
services and facilities 

…ensure high levels of accessibility to shops, schools, health/leisure 
and other key services by walking, cycling and public transport? 
…reduce social exclusion? 

+  ++  

2. Reduce poverty and social 
exclusion 

…benefit particularly deprived areas? 
…encourage active involvement of local people in community 
activities? 
…maximise opportunities for all members of society? 
…maximise opportunities within the most deprived areas? 
…reduce fuel poverty? 

+  +  

3. Provide sufficient housing to 
meet identified need of the 
community 

…increase the range, quality and affordability of housing for all 
social groups? 
…reduce homelessness? 

++  ++  

4. Improve health and well being …Improve access to high quality health facilities? 
…reduce health inequalities? 
…encourage healthy life styles through, for example, open space 
and green infrastructure provision? 

+/-  +/-  

5. Improve education and skills of 
population 

…improve qualifications and skills of young people and adults? 
…promote life-long learning that accessible to all? 
…provide an increased supply of skilled workers to the economy? 

+/- - +/- + 

6. Reduce crime and fear of 
crime 

…reduce antisocial behavior? 
…reduce actual levels of crime? 
…reduce fear of crime 

? - ? +/- 

 

7. Support a strong, diverse and 
vibrant local community 

…foster balanced economic growth? 
…provide jobs for all with a diverse range of employment 
opportunities? 
…ensure accessibility to work by walking, cycling and public 

+/-  ++/-  



transport? 
…promote town and local centre vitality and viability? 
…improve business development and enhance competitiveness? 
…assist businesses in finding appropriate land and premises? 
…promote sustainable tourism opportunities?  

8. Reduce the effect of traffic on 
the environment 

…reduce the need to travel? 
…increase proportion of journeys made by non-car modes? 
…reduce road traffic accidents? 
…reduce the growth of congestion? 

+/- - +/- +/- 

9. Protect and enhance the 
landscape and townscape 

…protect and enhance the landscape and townscape and its local 
distinctiveness? 
…reduce the amount of derelict, degraded and underused land? 
…promote visual amenity? 
Protect and enhance natural landscapes within the urban area, 
including recreational open space and green corridors? 

-  - - - - - 

 

10. Conserve and where 
appropriate enhance the historic 
environment 

…conserve and enhance the cultural heritage, archaeological sites 
and remains, listed buildings? 

 -  - -  

 

11. Reduce contribution to 
climate change and vulnerability 
to its effects 

…promote energy efficiency? 
…encourage renewable energy? 
…reduce carbon dioxide emissions? 
…incorporate the principles of sustainable construction? 
…make efficient use of water? 
…consider the need to adapt to climate change? 

+/-  +/-  

12. Minimise pollution (including 
air, water, land, light, noise) and 
waste production 

…improve and maintain air and water quality? 
…minimise noise and light pollution odour, and vibration? 
…minimise pollution of land and soil (including minimizing loss of 
best and most versatile agricultural land)? 
…reduce waste production and increase reuse, recycling and 
recovery of waste? 

-  - - - + 

13. Manage and reduce the risk 
of flooding 

…minimise the risk of flooding to people and property? 
…promote the use of sustainable drainage systems SUDS? 

+  +  

14. Conserve and enhance …protect and enhance wildlife habitats and sites of geological ?  ?  



biodiversity and geo-diversity conservation interest? 
…conserve and enhance species diversity, in particular avoiding 
harm to protect species? 
…promote Green infrastructure? 

The Town Council considers that the proposed development along the southern side of Canal Way represents a threat to Herne Hill.   Herne Hill is 
the jewel in the town’s green infrastructure linking the town with the surrounding countryside and providing an area of natural beauty.   Natural 
England supports the concept of green infrastructure believing that it can deliver a wide range of benefits to a community.   It provides  

 space and habitat for wildlife while allowing residents access to nature;  

 an environment for education 

 space for outdoor relaxation and play 

 provides opportunities for exercise improving mental health and well-being 

 green infrastructure improves the area making it more attractive to tourists and visitors. 
 

 


