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6. ISSUE 6 

6.1 Is the Council’s permissive approach to the consideration of housing 

proposals in Yeovil (via the SUEs), the “directions of growth” at market 

towns and the Rural Centres justified effective and appropriate in the 

circumstances? 

6.1.1 Persimmon Homes have made representations in respect of Proposed Main 

Modification which seeks to address the Inspector’s concerns regarding Policy 

SS5: Delivering New Housing Growth and the Direction of Growth. 

6.1.2 The Council have proposed broad directions of growth for a number of market 

towns in the Proposed Submission Plan.  In order to address the Inspector’s 

concerns, the Council have proposed revised test to para 4.103 and additional 

wording to Policy SS6. 

6.1.3 The Council’s revised text states that the Site Allocations DPD will be adopted in 

May 2015; however this is only 12 months away in which time the plan will need 

to be prepared, subject to consultation and examination.  The Council proposed 

that in the intervening period that a permissive approach will be taken to the 

consideration of planning applications for housing development that fall within the 

directions of growth subject to the policy guidance in the NPPF and key policy 

SD1 and other local development plan policies.  

6.1.4 Whilst this flexible approach enables developers and the local community to bring 

forward sites in advance of the SA DPD, it does not provide certainty and clarity 

and it does not adequately address the Inspector’s concerns set out in paras 61 – 

62 of the Preliminary Findings (July 2013). 

6.1.5 Our representations were submitted in the context of Ilminster and whilst the 

direction of growth to the south west of Ilminster is supported by the 

Sustainability Appraisal and the evidence base, the lack of detail about how the 

direction of growth is translated into detailed proposals does not satisfy the 

requirements of the NPPF and provide certainty in terms of the provision of the 

new school which is clearly required to meet both existing and future needs of 

Ilminster.  Identifying the site will assist with the capital programme for the 

school. 

6.1.6 Paragraphs in the NPPF that are relevant are para 15, para 17 and para 47 and 

para 154 which are referred to in the representations to the Proposed Main 

Modifications submitted by Pegasus. 
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6.1.7 In addition the NPPG provides further guidance and interpretation of the NPPF.  

The section on Local Plans in the NPPG states at ref para ID 12-002-20140306 

Last updated 06 03 2014 

“The Local Plan should make clear what is intended to 

happen in the area over the life of the plan, where and when 

this will occur and how it will be delivered.  This can be done 

by setting out broad locations and specific allocations of 

land for different purposes; through designations showing 

areas where particular opportunities or considerations apply 

(such as protected habitats); and through criteria-based 

policies to be taken into account when considering 

development. A policies map must illustrate geographically 

the application of policies in a development plan.” (my 

emphasis) 

6.1.8 Reference para ID 12-010-20140306 Last updated 06 03 2014 also states: 

“Where sites are proposed for allocation, sufficient detail 

should be given to provide clarity to developers, local 

communities and other interests about the nature and scale 

of development (addressing the ‘what, where, when and 

how’ questions).” 

6.1.9 As proposed the County Council and Persimmon Homes share the Inspector’s 

view that whilst the amendment is to be welcomed, there remain concerns that 

the requirements of the NPPF are not being fully met and in this respect the 

approach lacks justification and is considered to be ineffective.  The site at Canal 

Way should be allocated in the plan to provide clarity and certainty and 

assistance with the capital programme for the school.  A Development Framework 

illustrating how the site could be developed was appended to the Hearing 

Statements submitted in April 2013 and is attached at Appendix 1 for 

convenience.  
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6.2       Is the Council’s approach to residential development proposals in 

Crewkerne sufficiently clear and justified? 

6.2.1 Persimmon Homes have no comments on this question. 

 


