
1 

 

South Somerset District Council Response to the Inspector: Chard Link 
Road (Mr A Gray, 4197377) 
 
1.1 In his letter of the 8th May 2014 the Inspector has requested that the 

District Council provide a written update on the provision of the link road 
to address points raised by Mr Gray in sections 6, 7 and 9 of his 
representation. The Council are unable to identify sections 6, 7 and 9 
and therefore it is considered appropriate to provide a response that 
addresses all issues raised.  

 
2 There is no justification for building this expensive section of 

road, particularly as there is no scope for adjacent development 
to fund it 

 
1.2 Policy PMT1 [CD 3a] clearly sets out the level of growth and 

infrastructure that is proposed for Chard between 2006 and 2028.  The 
supporting text [CD 3a paragraphs 6.38 to 6.48] makes it very clear that 
the provision of a link road on the eastern edge of Chard will allow the 
town to grow to its full potential over a number of years. 

 
1.3 The Chard Regeneration Plan provides a framework that allows growth 

to happen through a phased approach that will ensure that the required 
highway works (and other essential infrastructure) can be provided at the 
appropriate time.  This approach has already secured a section of the 
northern road which will be funded by the development of 78 houses 
(planning approval 12/04319/OUT). 

 
1.4 It is accepted that the funding of the northern section of the highway 

infrastructure is challenging however the council is confident that the 
introduction of CIL together with other potential funding sources will 
enable it to be delivered at the time it is required. 

 
3 The proposed road will have an adverse impact upon the Chard 

Nature Reserve  
 

1.5 The Chard Regeneration Plan provides an indicative road layout for the 
entire Eastern growth Area.  It is important to stress that the line of the 
road is purely indicative and that any subsequent detailed proposals 
would be the subject of an Environmental Impact Assessment and 
scrutinised through a planning application. 

 
4 Any new roads should be limited to the south east of Chard 

(between A30 and A358) as this supports new employment and 
housing  

 
1.6 The Chard Regeneration Plan clearly identifies that the majority of 

Chard’s growth should occur between the A30 and the A358.  The plan 
also states the council’s commitment to securing an alternative link 
between these two roads as there is insufficient capacity within the 
existing central junction to meet the needs of the planned growth.  
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Discussions are taking place between the council and those developers 
with a land interest and there is a common understanding of the need to 
secure the new southern link. 

 
1.7 The creation of a northern link between the A30 and the A358 is 

essential if Chard is to grow to its maximum potential in line with its 
status as the district’s second largest town. It is important to emphasise 
that the northern link is a requirement of the later phases of the Chard 
Regeneration Plan as the most significant areas of development in the 
south will provide their own highway mitigation.  

 
5 Existing highway infrastructure can be upgraded to 

accommodate the additional development 
 
1.8 The capacity of the highway network in Chard is limited and various 

assessments have demonstrated that an appropriate level of growth will 
require significant highway works.  The central A30/A358 junction has 
always been a constraint and recent improvements to the traffic lights 
have resulted in it operating at capacity rather than over capacity. 

 
1.9 The Chard Regeneration Plan does refer to other improvements that can 

be carried out to the existing highway network but these works will be in 
conjunction with the new highway infrastructure that will be provided. 

 
1.10 It is considered that the issues relating to the growth of Chard were fully 

explored in the Council’s response in 2013 to the previous set of 
Examination Hearing Session Issues & Questions and at the Hearing 
session held in May 2013.  


