

CPRE COMERSET Item 1


CPRE COMMENTS ON THE PLANNING INSPECTOR’S QUESTION  ABOUT HOUSEHOLD  STATISTICS
The latest national statistics on the projected number of households in England and its local authority districts were published on 9 April 2013.

1. Do the latest figures identify a different level of household need in South Somerset to that established in the previously available evidence?
2. If there is a difference does it have any implications for the Local Plan and if so how does the Council envisage addressing those implications?

Now that the RSS is to be revoked South Somerset District Council must use the latest CLG 2011-based household projections when planning for the future. In summary, the latest population and household projections are not sufficient for the council’s economic plans. An additional economic argument is needed that South Somerset will benefit from an increase in internal immigration due to economic growth. However, this is extremely unlikely: the whole of England has been flat-lining economically for 5 years: it is likely that priority in future government investment will go to the North of England and existing plans for economic growth in the SW have already been put on hold by developers who have not taken up planning permissions already allowed.

The latest 2011-based projections are fundamentally different from the 2008-based projections on which, inter alia, the Local Plan housing build numbers were based. The DCLG household numbers for South Somerset in the 2008-based figures were forecast to rise from around 67,500 in 2006 to around 80,000 in 2021, a rise of around 12,500. The 2011-based figures are forecast to rise from 67,386 in 2006 to 75,044, a rise of only just over 7,500. The average size of household is forecast to be 2.26 in 2021, whereas the 2008-based projections lead to an average size of household of 2.18. These changes are critical and will be even larger if the calculations are taken forward to 2028, the end of the Plan period.

[The two sets of projections are not simple to compare: eg the 2008-based figures produced figures rounded to thousands for selected years from 1991 to 2033, whereas the 2011-based projections are exact numbers of households for each year from 1991 to 2021. There are other differences in methodology, which means that interpreting the results for South Somerset involve a small amount of local estimation.]

Since the rise from 2006 to 2021 is no longer 12,500 but just over 7,500, the rise in household numbers to the end of the Local Plan in 2028 is also going to be very much less than the rise forecast in the Local Plan. 

If the Council is going to hold to its current figures in the Local Plan then other reasons will need to be argued to justify the numbers currently included in it. These could either be an argument that the DCLG projections are in some way invalid for SSDC or that economic growth in the area is likely to be substantially greater than is forecast for the country as a whole. 
However, as further ONS figures published on the 25 April 2013 show that the economy has been flat-lining for the last five years, the economic argument is difficult to sustain. Any extra economic growth in the South West would be at the expense of lower economic growth elsewhere in England. 
The only professional conclusion for the SSDC to make following the new household projections and the RSS revocation is to recalculate its housing needs for the Local Plan as soon as possible, using the services of a chartered statistician or actuary,  and to put this calculation out to consultation to interested parties for their comments. Once these comments have been taken into account the Local Plan will need to be amended, especially in its detailed proposals for housing developments.
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