
 
INDOOR TENNIS COURTS 
 
Tennis Court Provision 
 
Tennis is primarily played on outdoor porous macadam courts.  Purpose built indoor courts 
allow for all year round coaching and playing. 
 
Nationally, 487,500 adults (age 16 and over) have participated in tennis at least once a week, 
which represents no significant change since 2005/6, although there has been a slight 
increase in female participation. 657,000 adults are members of a club where they participate 
in tennis.  Tennis is the one sport that 4.6% of all adults who would like to do more sport and 
active recreation said they would like to participate in, or participate in more often. 1

 
Identifying Local Needs and Opportunities 
 
Consultation associated with this strategy, identified the need for more public tennis courts, 
with Milborne Port mentioned as in specific need, and the need for an indoor tennis centre.  
The Parish Council survey identified tennis courts as one of the top two perceived areas of 
deficiency. 
 
There are 15 clubs in South Somerset.  In 2007, the South Somerset Tennis Development 
Group was set up with representatives from 9 of the clubs attending the biannual meetings. 
The group provides an opportunity for tennis clubs to address their needs and acts as a forum 
for sharing good practice and ideas.  Across the district, clubs generally have strong 
membership, especially junior membership, although there is capacity at some clubs.  There 
are good links with local schools and a good competitive structure between clubs.  
 
The main issue currently facing tennis clubs is the lack of an all year round training 
programme due to the unavailability of indoor tennis courts.  Their preference is for indoor 
provision to be based in Yeovil, but not alongside the development of any new outdoor courts 
as these would be best located at existing clubs. 
 
The National Governing Body has also identified the need for development of indoor/covered 
courts; more floodlit courts and social club facilities at dual use sites used by tennis clubs.  A 
network of MUGAs linked to tennis clubs to provide an outreach programme was also 
identified. 
 
 
Audit of Local Provision 
 
There are no dedicated indoor tennis courts in South Somerset, the nearest are at Blackbrook 
Pavilion, Taunton.  There are also indoor courts at Millfield School, Street - although these 
have limited use by local clubs, there is no daytime or casual use as they are based at a 
private school.  Consultation identified that although 4 court badminton court sports halls are 
able to accommodate a single indoor tennis court, they are rarely used for this purpose. 
  
 
Setting Provision Standards   
 
In determining standards of provision, PPG 17 states that local standards of sports facility 
provision should include:  
 

                                                 
1 Sport England Active People Survey, 2007/8 
 



a) A quantitative component (how much new provision may be needed). This is 
generally expressed in terms of the number of people served by each facility type 
(e.g. one sports hall per 30,000 people).  

 
b) A qualitative component (against which to measure the need for enhancement of 

existing facilities). The development of objective, measurable quality standards is 
important in determining where improvements are most needed.  

 
c) An accessibility component (principally concerned with distance thresholds to a 

facility). For local authorities serving both urban and rural areas, both urban and rural 
distance thresholds may be used.  
 

Setting a Quantity Standard 
 
To set a quantity standard of square metres of indoor tennis court space per 1,000 
population, the authority has assessed two different methodologies using a population of 
159,003 (ONS, 2008), unless otherwise stated.  It also assumes a minimum size of an air 
supported indoor structure of  37.7 x 20.97 = 790.6 sq m:  
 

1. Comparing the quantity of indoor tennis court provision in the District with the current 
population. 
 

2. Comparing the current level of provision of indoor tennis courts with Sport England 
Active Places Power data and National Standards. 

 
Table 1 shows the results emerging from each methodology for indoor tennis courts. 
 
Table 1: Quantity Standard Comparisons for Indoor Tennis Courts 
 
   Equivalent Standards 
Methodology Size (sq m) Courts/Sq m 

per 
1, 000 

Sq m per 
person 

1 Current Supply to Current 
Population 

0 courts 0 0 
 
 

2 Active Places Power data – 
England and South West 

 0.03 courts 
23.72 sq m 

 

 
Active Power data shows a ratio of 0.03 indoor tennis courts per 1, 000 for both England and 
the South West.  The current supply in South Somerset (0 courts) is therefore well below both 
these ratios. The consultation for this strategy and the Yeovil Sports Zone also identified the 
demand for indoor tennis facilities. 
 
Based on the outcomes of this analysis, it is recommended that a quantity standard 
equivalent to the Sport England Active Places Power South West ratio of 0.03 indoor tennis 
courts per 1, 000 be adopted. 
 

Proposed quantity standard:          

 
0.03 indoor tennis courts per 1, 000 population 
 
23.72 sq m of indoor tennis court space per 1,000 population 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Setting a Quality Standard 
 
The Council is proposing to adopt the following quality standard for all its sports facilities.   
 
The quality standard should reflect the views and aspirations of the local community and 
improvements to the quality of some of the existing facilities were highlighted in the 
consultation for this report. 
 
 
Proposed quality standard:   
 

 
Sports facilities (and ancillary facilities and equipment) 
should be in at least ‘good’ condition. 
 
Good condition is defined as: 
 

• Well decorated and maintained, with no signs of 
neglect. 

• Well equipped as appropriate. 
• Effective storage space. 
• Meeting health and safety standards. 
• Welcoming reception area. 
• Reasonable number of changing 

accommodation for available facilities, as 
appropriate. 

• Well lit for sport and recreation activities, as 
appropriate. 

• Segregated changing and shower areas, as 
appropriate. 

• Segregated lockable changing areas as 
appropriate. 

 
 

 
Setting a Catchment and Accessibility Standard 
 
Catchment areas provide a means of identifying the extent to which there is adequate 
geographical coverage of the District. Because propensity to travel varies between 
individuals, recreation planners normally apply the concept of ‘effective catchment’ defined as 
the travel time / distance 75%-80% of facility users are prepared to travel. Mode of transport 
is also important although given the preponderance of car based travel, catchments are most 
frequently defined in terms of car drive times. 
 
The Sport and Recreation Community Needs Survey yielded valuable information on the 
typical travel distances travelled to use indoor sport and recreation facilities. Table 2 shows 
that only 2.3% of respondents were prepared to travel more than 10 miles to indoor recreation 
facilities. 
 
Table 2: Resident Access Findings 
 
How close to home do you think recreation facilities 
should be provided? 

Indoor Facilities 
% response 

Less than 1 mile 11.5 
1 - 5 miles 40.6 
5 - 10 miles 14.2 
More than 10 miles 2.3 

 
 
For indoor tennis courts, it is proposed that all residents should have access to these facilities 
within a 30 minute drive time. 



 
 
Proposed catchment and 
accessibility standard: 

 
All South Somerset residents should have access to an 
indoor tennis court within a 30 minute drive time 
 
Indoor tennis courts should have good access, DDA 
compliance and ‘adequate daytime community use’2
 

 
Setting a Minimum Acceptable Size Standard 
 
 
Minimum acceptable size:  
 
Indoor court (air supported 
structure) 

 
 
 
37.7 m length 
20.97 m width  
 

 

                                                 
2 Adequate year round, day time community use is defined as “some availability for non-
programmed use between 9am and 5pm, plus dedicated parking for daytime users”  
 


