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29 March 2011 – Consideration of the scale of growth for Milborne Port 

 
Introduction  
 
This paper examines the potential scale of growth that might be delivered through the Draft 
Core Strategy at Milborne Port in the light of issues raised by respondents. 2 responses in 
support of the scale of growth proposed at Milborne Port were received (including Milborne 
Port Parish Council). Issues arising from objections are set out and considered below. 
 
Issues:  
 
Housing 

• 2,700 dwellings should be distributed throughout the Rural Centres as a proportion to 
existing population, to ensure balanced growth. 357 dwellings should be directed 
towards Milborne Port1; 

• Suggest that the housing target for Wincanton is reduced to about 200 homes with 
the balance of about 150 re-distributed pro-rata to Castle Cary /Ansford and Milborne 
Port. (Would equate to a total housing provision in Milborne Port of 355 dwellings 
(299 + 56)) 

• Already serious problems with parking on footpaths, blocking access to houses - 
causing great difficulty for access by local residents and emergency services. 

 
Employment 
 

• There is no indication of how the 2ha of employment land will be delivered beyond a 
reliance on the Development Management process. 

 
Response: 
 
Housing 
 
The Draft Core Strategy defines Milborne Port as a Rural Centre. It identifies that 199 
dwellings were committed2 in the settlement (as at Autumn 2009) with 100 additional 
dwellings to be built giving a total housing provision of 299 dwellings. The Annual Monitoring 
Report 2009-2010 shows that as at April 2010, 211 dwellings are now committed. 
 
The 2010 Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) confirms that there is 
sufficient suitable, available and viable land to accommodate the proposed additional 100 
dwellings. The Peripheral Landscape Study for Milborne Port (2008) supports this proposed 
level of growth by identifying that there is scope within the landscape around Milborne Port to 
accommodate within the region of 140 new homes. 
 
It has been suggested by respondents who wish to see less development in Wincanton and 
Yeovil that around 360 dwellings should be accommodated in Milborne Port (rounded up 
from 355 and 357). There are 211 dwellings currently committed in Milborne Port this level of 
growth would result in an additional 149 dwellings being accommodated within the settlement 
(360-211), 49 dwellings more than the 100 currently proposed.  
 
Growth in the region of 100 dwellings was supported and promoted by the Parish Council 
through the Parish Cluster Workshops, will support the estimated population growth and can 
be accommodated without causing harm to the landscape.  
                                                 
1 Equates to a 28.5% increase in population proposed growth equates to 23% population growth based on 2001 census. 
2 Includes completions 06/10, under construction, commitments not started, and allocated without permission. 
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The Infrastructure Delivery Plan will assess what infrastructure improvements would be 
required by the proposed level of growth. Despite concerns regarding highways Somerset 
County Council, as the Highway Authority has not objected the proposal. Highways impact 
will be considered as part of any planning application that might be received in the future. 
 
It is considered that this modest level of housing growth coupled with the proposed 
employment growth will contribute towards creating a more sustainable and self-contained 
settlement. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
No change in approach. Amend the total housing provision for Milborne Port to 330 
(rounded) dwellings to reflect the incremental change arising from the extension of the plan 
period to 2028. 
 
Employment 
 
Concern has been expressed regarding the delivery of employment land through the 
Development Management process. It is intended that mixed use developments will be 
encouraged in Rural Centres therefore both housing and employment growth will be 
delivered. It is accepted that it is a risk to rely on this approach, particularly given that profits 
from housing development are higher and therefore more attractive to developers. One 
possible approach could be that text is added to the Core Strategy clearly setting out this 
expectation, alternatively a commitment to the production of an employment allocation 
Development Plan Document could be considered. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
No change. Consider inserting additional text to the Core Strategy clearly setting out an 
expectation that mixed-use development will come forward in Rural Centres. Or consider a 
District wide employment allocation Development Plan Document. 

2 


	Introduction
	Issues:
	Housing
	Employment
	Response:
	Housing

