Dormice

The hazel dormouse is a distinctive native British mammal that is infrequently seen owing to its rarity. It lives mainly in woodland, especially ancient coppice woodland and scrub as well as in hedgerows. Dormice are nocturnal and spend most of their time high off the ground feeding on a wide variety of arboreal foods such as flowers, fruits and nuts (especially hazel) as well as some insects.

During the winter, when little food is available, dormice save energy by going into hibernation. Having spent all summer in the trees and shrubs they now descend to the ground and stay there all winter in a small nest under logs, or moss or among dead leaves at the base of coppice stools and thick hedges.

Hazel dormice are sensitive to weather and climate, both directly and indirectly, through their specialised feeding requirements. They are particularly affected by habitat deterioration and fragmentation and also by inappropriate habitat management. For these reasons they are extremely vulnerable and so have full legal protection under the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981(as amended) the Habitat Regulations 1994 and the CROW Act 2000.

Dormice are also incidentally protected by the Hedgerow Regulations 1997, which are intended to prevent removal of important hedgerows.

Dormice are European protected species and so a licence is required to disturb them.

As protected species, dormice are a material consideration in the planning decision making process. Such decisions must be based on up to date information in the form of surveys. The objective of a survey is to ensure that all wildlife issues can be taken account of in the planning process, that development can go ahead without breaking the law and that appropriate enhancement for wildlife is addressed.
When is a licence required?

A licence is required for any activity, including hedgelaying, detailed survey, and for any development with planning permission that would disturb a dormouse.
 A licence cannot be granted unless 

· There is no satisfactory alternative to the disturbance

· The authorised action will not be detriment to the maintenance of the local dormice population 

A licence may not be required if the proposed works on a development site can be altered to reduce impacts or there is mitigation in place to minimise any likely impacts. Depending on the scale of any development, this may be significant and required in advance of the development commencing.

