
 

Chapter 15 
 

DEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS 
 

AREA WEST 
 

 

The South Somerset Local Plan (SSLP) was adopted on 27 April 2006 and “saved” until 26 April 2009
pending the preparation of replacement Local Development Framework (LDF) documents. 
 
The Government Office for the South West have agreed to extend most Policies and Proposals beyond
the 3 year saved period”. 
 
Policies that have not been extended are struck through in the text. For ease of reference these are: 
Chapter 6: Utilities   Policy EU1 Renewable Energy 

  Policy EU2 Wind Turbines 
  Policy EU5 Flooding 

Chapter 10: Housing   Policy HG5 Replacement Dwellings in the Countryside 
  Policy HG13 Sites for Travelling Show People 
  Policy HG14 Sites for Travelling Show People 
 

A number of Proposals have also not been extended as they have already been implemented or have
Planning Permission and are under construction. These are: 
Chapter 12: Area East   Proposal ME/CACA/3(ii) Torbay Road, Castle Cary 
Chapter 13: Area North   Proposal HG/SOME/4  The Mill House, Sutton Road, Somerton 
     Proposal HG/SOPE/2  Land at Lightgate Lane, South Petherton 
     Proposal TP/SOME/5  Widening of Cartway Lane, Somerton 
     Proposal TP/SOME/6  Pedestrian Priority in West Street, Somerton 
     Proposal CR/FIVE/1  Land at existing playing field, Fivehead 
Chapter 14: Area South   Proposal HG/YEOV/2  Former Factory site, west of Larkhill Road, Yeovil
     Proposal HG/YEOV/3  Former Jewsons Yard, Newton Road, Yeovil 
     Proposal ME/YEOV/6  Land east of Buckland Road, Pen Mill, Yeovil 
     Proposal CR/BRYM/3  Land at Abbey Farm, Yeovil 
Chapter 15: Area West   Proposal HG/CHAR/2  Land off Lower Touches, Chard 
     Proposal HG/ILMI/1  Land north of Summervale Medical Centre,  

Wharf Lane, Ilminster 
     Proposal MU/ILMI/2  Land off Shudrick Lane, Ilminster 





 Chapter 15 – Area West 

CHAPTER 15: AREA WEST 

 
KEY SITES 
 
 CHARD 
 

Land East of Chard, Between Furnham Road 
and Tatworth Road 

 
15.1 This site has an area of 71.3 hectares (176 

acres) and lies on the east side of Chard 
between Furnham Road to the north and 
Tatworth Road to the south. The site sits 
within the broad valley rising from the Forton 
Brook. The landscape comprises gently 
undulating land form with an irregular pattern 
of fields defined by a variety of hedgerows and 
trees. The land is primarily in agricultural use, 
mostly pasture. Parts of the site are visually 
prominent when seen from the Windwhistle 
hillsides to the east, most notably the mature 
tree group around Oaklands House, the large 
industrial buildings at the edge of the Millfield 
Trading Estate, and the open fields in the 
southern part of the site. From elsewhere 
around Chard the visual impact of the site is 
limited. 

 
15.2 The site will provide a range of housing, 

employment, recreation and community 
facilities. The existing road network cannot 
cater for the additional traffic generated by the 
development and construction of the Chard 
North/South Distributor Road from the A358 
(Furnham Road) to the A358 (Tatworth Road) 
is required to serve the development. This 
road would allow for the re-routing of through 
traffic out of the town centre and improve 
distribution around the town and is integral to 
the development of a package of measures 
providing alternatives to the car. 

 
15.3 The proposed development will be contained 

within the line of the Distributor Road. Also 
contained within this road line are two large 
areas of land not proposed for development. 
The first is an area of attractive parkland 
landscape to the east of Oaklands House 
which is to continue in agricultural use. The 
second area is that formed by the disused 
railway line to the east of Millfield and the 
adjoining fields to the south, both of which are 

designated nature conservation sites of local 
importance under Policy EC6. 

 
15.4 The Key Site is proposed as a comprehensive 

scheme with a package of land uses required 
to achieve a balanced development. 
Development will be permitted as part of a 
comprehensive scheme in accordance with 
Policy ST10. 

 
15.5 The Key Site provides Chard with the 

appropriate scale of development to satisfy its 
status in the district settlement hierarchy and 
contribute fully to the achievement of 
sustainable development within South 
Somerset.  To achieve the full scale of 
development and its associated infrastructure 
(and in particular the Distributor Road linking 
the A358 to the north and south of the town, 
the primary school and other infrastructure) the 
Key Site must be developed in a 
comprehensive manner to a prescribed 
phasing scheme that ensures that the 
development’s interim impact as it is “built out” 
is acceptable. 

 
15.6 In order to achieve a comprehensive 

development, it will be necessary to prepare a 
Development Brief for the Key Site as a whole.  
This will identify the disposition of land uses, 
the detailed line of the distributor road, the 
phasing of the development in relation to the 
road and details of the obligations required of 
the developers of the site. 

 
15.7 Development phasing needs to ensure that the 

traffic impact of development prior to 
completion of the Distributor Road on Chard’s 
road network is acceptable.  This applies 
particularly to the A358/A30 junction, Victoria 
Avenue and Church Street (and its junctions 
with Forton Road and Holyrood Street).  The 
proposed primary school should be under 
construction so that it is completed when 
needed.  At the present time and subject to 
any significant change in town demographics 
this means construction should commence 
after 600 dwellings are built and occupied and 
the school would open upon occupation of 750 
dwellings. 
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15.8 The road is an essential requirement for the 
scheme being built because any significant 
new development within the Distributor Road 
will have adverse effects on traffic congestion 
in Chard town centre in particular.  Hence it 
must follow that significant new development 
without any guarantee that the whole 
Distributor Road will in fact be delivered finally 
would be harmful to Chard.  The council does 
not require the whole of the road to be 
delivered “in one hit” and recognises that the 
road must be built in stages for viability 
reasons, and that temporary unrelieved traffic 
increases will be part of that process.  Some 
houses can be built before the new road 
reaches them but it is essential that the 
building of the new road as a whole can be 
guaranteed.  The local plan allocation should 
not be able to be used by developers to force 
through piecemeal elements of the Key Site 
while avoiding the necessity of demonstrating 
that the road on which the elements are 
dependent for part of their justification, can be 
built. 
 

15.9 The road cannot be guaranteed until a detailed 
route has been finalised, the title to all the land 
necessary for the road has been proved and 
all the owners of that land have signed section 
106 or equivalent agreements irrevocably 
committing the land and sufficient funding to 
the road.  In the event of any landowner being 
unwilling to irrevocably commit his land to the 
scheme it would be necessary that the land in 
question had been purchased by the council or 
some other reasonable means employed to 
guarantee the delivery of the land in question.  
The council has already indicated its 
preparedness to compulsorily purchase for this 
purpose. 
 

15.10 If landowners are unable to reach agreement it 
is even more important that the uncertainties 
of compulsory purchase are resolved before 
development begins. 
 

15.11 Any detailed planning application will be 
premature unless it is accompanied by 
evidence that it conforms with the 
Development Brief and that the Key Site will 
be developed in a comprehensive fashion and 
that the Distributor Road can and will be 
delivered ultimately in its entirety. 

Proposal KS/CHAR/1 
Land east of Chard between Furnham Road 
and Tatworth Road is allocated for key site 
development to provide the following:- 

• Approximately 38.5 hectares (95 
acres) for housing, providing about 
1350 dwellings, of which about 700 
dwellings are expected to be provided 
within the plan period with a target of 
35% affordable housing; 

• Approximately 13.0 hectares (32 
acres) for employment (classes B1, B2 
and B8 of the use classes order 1987); 

• A site for a new primary school; 

• A site for a local/neighbourhood 
centre to provide a variety of 
community facilities; 

• Chard north/south distributor road 
between A358 (Furnham Road) and 
A358 (Tatworth Road); 

• Outdoor play space of approximately 
8.1 hectares (20.1 acres) 

• Structural landscaping approximately 
(8.1 hectares/20.0 acres). 

• Improved bus service, pedestrian and 
cycle links 

 
15.12 Development of the site will require major 

improvements to infrastructure and also the 
provision of local services and, in accordance 
with Circular 05/2005, planning obligations 
may be sought for those considered 
necessary as a result of the development. The 
infrastructure improvements - link road, land 
drainage, sewerage and sewage treatment, 
water supply, and electricity supply - are 
needed to make the site developable. Other 
facilities will serve day to day needs; the 
provision of the community centre facilities, 
the primary school and recreation facilities will 
allow residents and workers to enjoy these 
facilities locally, rather than having to travel to 
other parts of the town, thereby reducing the 
reliance on the car. These facilities are of 
particular importance for those who do not 
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have cars. The following are expected to be 
provided on this site: 

 
• Local centre: There are only limited 

existing shops and local services on the 
east side of the town available to the 
proposal and much of the development 
will not be readily accessible to such 
facilities. The proposal will therefore need 
to provide a site for a local/neighbourhood 
centre to include facilities such as 
shopping, meeting places, social centres 
and health services. The facilities to be 
provided will be finalised in the 
preparation of the Development Brief (see 
below). Financial contributions will be 
sought towards the provision of the 
community facilities. 

 
• Education: The Education Authority 

advise that existing education facilities are 
inadequate to accommodate the demands 
resulting from the development. Financial 
contributions will be sought for the 
improvement of secondary school 
facilities at Holyrood Community School. 
In terms of primary level education the 
Education Authority have stated that there 
is the need for a new primary school to 
serve the development. The requirement 
for a site of 1.6 hectares (4.0 acres) has 
therefore been included within the Key 
Site allocation. A financial contribution 
towards the construction of the school will 
also be sought. 

 
• Outdoor play space: Existing facilities 

are limited, particularly in the immediate 
vicinity. Outdoor play space is therefore 
needed to meet the needs arising from 
the proposed development and provision 
will reduce the need to travel. Policy CR2 
sets out the Council’s requirements for 
outdoor play space. Applied to this 
development, this standard indicates the 
need for about 5.9 hectares (14.7 acres) 
of playing pitches and 2.2 hectares (5.4 
acres) of children’s playing space. The 
latter will be provided in the housing 
areas. 

 
• Structural planting: A detailed landscape 

appraisal of the site and its surroundings 

has been carried out in accordance with 
the principles outlined in Appendix A.1. 
The following are the important landscape 
design factors relevant to this site and will 
require detailed attention in the layout and 
design of the development: 

 
• the pattern of hedgerows and trees 

should be retained and supplemented 
to develop a landscape framework; 

 
• additional strategic planting within 

and around the developed areas; 
 
• structural planting along the 

Distributor Road and beyond the new 
road; 

 
• the Oaklands House wooded skyline 

and its adjacent parkland should be 
conserved ; 

 
• sensitive screening of development 

and the road in the more prominent 
locations above Holbear and south of 
the A30 (Crewkerne Road). 

 
Planning obligations will be sought to 
ensure the early planting of structural 
landscaping in advance of development, 
and for the future maintenance of these 
areas. 

 
• Transport: Construction of the Chard 

North/South Distributor Road will be 
required to serve the development. This 
will relieve the town centre of 
unnecessary through traffic and, with a 
limited number of access roads from the 
new road, will improve local accessibility 
and traffic movements. Planning 
obligations may be sought for the link 
road’s construction. 

 
Within the site a pedestrian and cycle 
network should be provided as an 
alternative to the car. In addition there 
shall also be off-site connections to the 
adjoining neighbourhoods. Support for 
improved and extended bus services is an 
essential part of any alternative approach 
to transport. Therefore, planning 
obligations may be sought for improved 
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bus services, including subsidised 
services, and also off-site pedestrian and 
cycle routes. Details of transport and 
pedestrian improvements which are 
sought for Chard can be found in the 
"Transport Strategy for Chard" (May 
1999).  A detailed Development Brief for 
the key site will be produced which will 
also incorporate such details. 
 

• Chard Reservoir Nature Reserve: The 
line of the Chard North/South Distributor 
Road affects the nature reserve in two 
areas. There will be a need to provide 
replacement land to compensate for these 
areas. 

 
• Housing: with reference to affordable 

housing provision as defined in 
paragraphs 10.35 to 10.43, the Council is 
of the opinion that this “key site” meets 
the Government’s threshold within 
Circular 6/98, PPG3 (2000) and Policy 
HG7 (Definition and Achievement of 
Affordable Housing) whereby the local 
planning authority may negotiate an 
element of affordable housing based on 
need. Using the Council’s local 
information from the Housing Needs 
Assessment (2000), its update (2002) and 
the methodology outlined in supporting 
text to the affordable housing policies, a 
site target of 35% is considered 
appropriate. 

 
It is now anticipated that about 700 of the 
dwellings proposed would be provided in 
the plan period. There is however, no 
restraint should the market dictate 
otherwise. 

 
15.13 Specific locations have not yet been identified 

for many of these facilities and the District 
Council will prepare a Development Brief for 
the site providing more detailed guidance. The 
brief will be prepared in due course involving 
the local community, statutory bodies and the 
consortium of landowners. Specific locations 
for housing, employment, open space and the 
ancillary facilities of school and local centre 
are identified on the Proposals Map.. The 
rationale for the land use distribution of the 
Key Site is set out below. 

 

Chard Key Site: Land-Use Areas 
 
The following are the Principles influencing 
distribution of proposed land use package:  

• To provide for all land uses identified in 
Local Plan;  

• To provide a balanced distribution of uses 
across the whole site, promote 
sustainable development and maximise 
linkages and benefits to adjoining 
communities;  

• To provide a variety and choice of housing 
and employment opportunities;  

• To provide a sympathetic landscape 
layout, incorporating ‘green wedges’ into 
the town from its countryside surroundings  

• To achieve broad compatibility with WS 
Atkins Report on Chard Distributor Road.  

• To ensure that all main areas of 
development are capable of being 
satisfactorily accessed from the existing or 
proposed (i.e. the Chard North - South 
Distributor Rd.) road network. (Detailed 
access arrangements will be matters for 
the Development Brief).  
 

Land adjacent Furnham Road 
This site has been allocated for housing 
development as the most appropriate land 
use. 
 
Land either side of Avishayes Road 
The housing allocation will be served by the 
existing school and local centre, and relates 
well to existing housing development. The site 
topography (sloping to the NE), small-scale 
pattern of fields and the amenity value of 
Chard Reservoir nearby point to a housing use 
in this location. Employment here would create 
problems with commuter traffic going through 
the Avishayes estate. It would also be difficult 
for employment use to accommodate the 
significant number of specimen trees on the 
site or incorporate existing field boundaries in 
any subsequent development layout as the 
fields are small and irregularly shaped.  
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Land south of A30 and north of dismantled 
railway 
The positioning of the housing development is 
contiguous with existing housing development 
to the west and is on rising ground of local 
prominence, which would not be suited to the 
potential scale of buildings for employment 
use. The employment use is therefore located 
on land with fewer physical constraints, of less 
prominence and shallow contour. There is 
scope for substantial buffering from the 
proposed adjacent housing furthermore the 
employment allocation is readily accessible to 
the A30. 

 
Land between Millfield and Blind Lane 
Locating employment development here would 
enable an eastward extension of the Millfield 
employment site with the proposed playing 
field location providing a partial open space 
buffer between the trading estate and the 
housing allocation. School and sports pitches 
are conveniently sited for the proposed and 
existing housing development and the school 
location provides for a balanced provision of 
schools across the town. The local centre is 
convenient to the area of Chard with the least 
facilities. 
 
Land between Forton Rd. and Tatworth Rd. 
This area is an appropriate area for a housing 
allocation. It’s distance from the A30 and A303 
make it a less preferred site for large scale 
employment use. There is scope however for 
an employment allocation at the junction of 
Tatworth Road and the proposed new 
distributor road. Such uses should be B1 uses 
(as defined by the current Town and Country 
Planning Use Classes Order) and therefore 
capable of co-existence alongside residential 
uses. This is to be considered as an exemplar 
site for employment development of 
sustainable construction and this objective will 
be pursued through the Development Brief to 
be prepared for the site. Employment activities 
rooted in the local community such as 
workplace homes and other mixed 
residential/employment schemes will be 
encouraged. 

 
 
 
 
 

 CREWKERNE 
 
 Land Between Yeovil Road and Station Road, 

Crewkerne (CLR site) 
 
15.14 This site has an overall area of some 58.5 

hectares (144.5 acres) and lies on the east 
side of Crewkerne beyond existing 
development along Yeovil Road, Blacknell 
Lane and Station Road.  It occupies an 
undulating landscape of hedged fields and 
green lanes, parts of which are particularly 
exposed to view and will require sensitive 
treatment.  However, in the context of 
Crewkerne’s surroundings as a whole, the 
area is relatively less sensitive than many 
other parts. 

 
15.15 The key site is an opportunity to provide a 

range of housing, employment and associated 
facilities, particularly for recreation.  It will be 
important to provide convenient links to the 
town centre and the site will also provide a link 
road between the A30 (Yeovil Road) and the 
A356 (Station Road).  In traffic terms, this 
road will be beneficial to other parts of the 
town, including the town centre, and will 
enable easier access by heavy vehicles to the 
town’s main industrial areas. 

 
15.16 The key site is proposed as a comprehensive 

scheme with a package of land uses, in order 
to achieve a balanced development.  
Development will be permitted as part of a 
comprehensive scheme in accordance with 
Policy ST10. 

Proposal KS/CREW/1 
Land between Yeovil Road and Station 
Road, Crewkerne, is allocated as a key site 
development to provide the following: 
• Approximately 14.6 hectares (36 

acres) for housing, providing about 
438 dwellings, including a target of 
35% affordable housing; 

• Site for a new primary school 1.4 
hectares (3.5 acres)  

• Approximately 10.5 hectares (26 
acres) for employment, (classes B1, 
B2 and B8 of the use classes order 
1987); 
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• Informal recreation (20 hectares/49.7 
acres); 

• Structural landscaping (5.0 
hectares/12.3 acres); 

• Link road between A30 (Yeovil Road) 
and A356 (Station Road), to be 
provided in entirety on the completion 
of 200 dwellings or four years after 
occupation of the first dwelling, 
depending on which is the earliest 

• Footway/cycle link to town centre 
• Appropriate contributions towards 

improvements to affected highway 
infrastructure  

• A link road between Blacknell Lane 
and the proposed A30-A356 south link 
road to be built in its entirety on the 
completion of 200 dwellings or four 
years after the occupation of the first 
dwelling, whichever is the earliest. 

 
15.17 Development of this site will require 

improvements to infrastructure and local 
services and, in accordance with Circular 
05/2005, planning obligations may be sought 
for those improvements considered necessary 
as a result of the development.  The 
infrastructure improvements – link road, 
footway/cycle path to town centre, land 
drainage, ground water protection, sewerage 
and sewage treatment, water supply, 
electricity supply – are needed to make the 
site developable.  

 
15.18 Other facilities are needed for day to day 

needs; the provision of substantial areas for 
recreation will enable residents and workers to 
enjoy these facilities locally, rather than 
having to travel further afield, thus promoting 
greater sustainability, by reducing the 
necessity for car use.  They are of particular 
importance for those who do not have cars.  
The following are expected to be provided on 
this site: 

• Informal recreation: not only is there a 
need to provide open space for informal 
use by new residents and workers, but 
certain parts of the key site are not suited 
to built development.  The central, low-
lying part of the site will need to include 

drainage measures such as an 
“attenuation pond” to control surface 
water run-off from the development.  In 
addition, this area and the steep, south-
facing hillside and ridge to the north must 
be kept free of development in order to 
maintain visual links between the town 
and the countryside to the east.  To do so 
will enlarge the important “green wedge” 
which extends into the town along the 
south side of Easthams Lane.  Smaller 
areas for amenity open space and 
children’s play will, in addition, need to be 
provided within the proposed housing 
development. 

• Structural landscaping: A detailed 
landscape appraisal of the site and its 
surroundings has been carried out.  The 
following are important landscape design 
factors relevant to this site which will 
require careful attention in the layout and 
design of the development: 
- landscape buffers around the outer 

(eastern) edges of the housing and 
employment areas; 

- hedgerows and trees retained as far 
as possible and supplemented to 
develop a landscape framework 
which enhances the existing pattern 
of field boundaries and green lanes; 

- planting of the hillside (break in 
slope) south of Yeovil Road; 

- a substantial belt of planting along 
the ridge line, along the south side of 
the proposed housing development; 

- planting to reduce the visual impact 
of the proposed link road, particularly 
where it lies close to the outer edge 
of the development and where it 
crosses the steep hillside. 
 
Planning obligations will be sought to 
ensure the early planting of structural 
landscaping in advance of 
development, and for the future 
maintenance of these areas. 

• Transport: the location of the key site on 
the eastern side of Crewkerne will enable 
the provision of a link road between the 
A30 and A356 roads, thereby removing 

15.6 South Somerset Local Plan 1991-2011  



 Chapter 15 – Area West 

traffic from some other parts of the town, 
particularly the town centre.  This road 
will also facilitate economic development 
by providing better access to existing and 
proposed employment areas.  It will also 
be necessary to provide a connection 
from the new link road to the eastern end 
of the existing Blacknell Lane. Planning 
obligations may be sought for this road’s 
construction and its phasing. 

 
Although the site is on the eastern edge 
of Crewkerne, the opportunity should be 
taken to provide alternatives to car use.  
In addition to internal pedestrian and 
cycle networks, which should link the 
housing, employment and recreation 
areas, there should be an off-site 
connection to the town centre via the 
“green wedge” which extends into the 
centre at Henhayes. Planning obligations 
may be sought for off-site links and for 
improved bus services to other parts of 
the town and the railway station. 

 
Some parts of the town will experience 
increased road traffic as a result of the 
proposed development, particularly in the 
Kithill area. Additional traffic calming 
measures for Kithill are proposed (see 
Proposal TP/CREW/6) and a planning 
obligation may be sought for the 
construction of these. The development 
will also have some impact on the town 
centre. Traffic management and 
improvement of the pedestrian 
environment in the town centre are 
proposed in the transport strategy for 
Crewkerne and contributions will be 
sought towards these improvements.  

 
Because of the size and complexity of the 
site, it will be important to ensure that 
development is phased.  Planning 
obligations will be sought regarding the 
completion of the link and to ensure that 
the employment land is made readily 
available for businesses in relation to 
development of the housing area. At 
some point in the future it may be 
appropriate that a relief road for Misterton 
would connect to the part of the network 
provided by the road connection between 

the A30 (Yeovil Road) and A356 (Station 
Road). 

 
• Housing: with reference to affordable 

housing provision as defined in 
paragraphs 10.35 to 10.43, the Council is 
of the opinion that this “key site” meets 
the Government’s threshold within 
Circular 6/98, PPG3 (2000) and Policy 
HG7 (Definition and Achievement of 
Affordable Housing) whereby the local 
planning authority may negotiate an 
element of affordable housing based on 
need. Using the Council’s local 
information from the Housing Needs 
Assessment (2000), its update (2002) 
and the methodology outlined in 
supporting text to the affordable housing 
policies, a site target of 35% is 
considered appropriate.  

 
HOUSING 
 
TOWNS 
 

CHARD 
 

Land off Lower Touches, Chard 
 
15.19 This site of about 0.6 hectare (1.4 acres) is 

within the built up area of Chard and is well 
suited to housing use. It could accommodate 
about 20 dwellings. Vehicle access would be 
from Lower Touches. Existing planting on site 
boundaries should be retained. The earth 
mounding on the northern boundary should be 
retained to avoid possible noise nuisance from 
the Beeching Close trading estate to the north 
of the treatment works. 

Proposal HG/CHAR/2 
Land off Lower Touches, Chard 
(approximately 0.6 hectare/1.4 acres) is 
allocated for residential development to 
provide about 20 dwellings. Development 
will not be permitted until the new sewage 
treatment works is operational and use of 
the existing works has ceased. 

15.20 This site does suffer from smell nuisance from 
the adjoining sewage treatment works. A 
replacement treatment works is to be provided 
at Peasmarsh, north of Chard, and 
development of this site will not be permitted 
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until the replacement works is operational and 
the existing treatment works is no longer in 
use. 
 
Land north of Bews Lane, Chard 

 
15.21 This proposal carries forward part of the land 

allocated in the existing adopted Local Plan 
which has not yet been developed (Chard and 
Ilminster Local Plan – Proposal H1). This site 
is the remaining uncommitted land from the 
Bews Lane development site allocated in the 
earlier Chard Local Plan. It comprises some 
0.6 hectare (1.5 acres) and about 21 dwellings 
would be expected. A Development Brief has 
been prepared for the original Bews Lane 
comprehensive development site and the 
requirements of that Brief will apply to this site. 

Proposal HG/CHAR/3 
Land north of Bews Lane, Chard 
(approximately 0.6 hectare/1.5 acres) is 
carried forward as an allocated site for 
residential development to provide about 
21 dwellings.  The existing boundary trees 
and hedgerows, including those fronting 
Morangis Way, are an important feature of 
the site providing the setting for the 
development and should be retained and 
supplemented. Access to the site will be 
from Morangis Way but the impact on the 
existing trees and hedgerow should be 
limited to that required to provide the 
access. 

15.22 The existing boundary trees and hedgerows, 
including those fronting Morangis Way, are an 
important feature of the site providing the 
setting for the development and should be 
retained and supplemented. Access to the site 
will be from Morangis Way but the impact on 
the existing trees and hedgerow should be 
limited to that required to provide the access.   
 
CREWKERNE 

 
 Land East of Charlton Close 

Proposal HG/CREW/2 
Land east of Charlton Close, Crewkerne, 
amounting to 0.7 hectares (1.73 acres) is 
allocated for residential development for 

approximately 19 dwellings.  The 
development will be subject to: 

• Access from Charlton Close; 

• Retention and rejuvenation of existing 
hedgerow, supplemented with tree 
planting. 

• The allocation being phased for 
development post 2007 

15.23 This small scale allocation is well related to the 
town, but will need retention and rejuvenation 
to existing hedgerow, supplemented with tree 
planting to reduce the visual impact as seen 
from the other side of the valley.  As this site 
represents a greenfield location, it will, in 
accordance with Policy HG3: Phasing, be 
brought forward for development in the second 
phase of the plan, post 2007. Evidence of 
badger activity has been noted in the area and 
a full survey should be carried out to ensure 
that mitigating measures are carried out if 
necessary to protect the badgers’ foraging 
routes across the site. 

 
Land at Maiden Beech 
 

15.24 This site has an area of 3.5 hectares (8.6 
acres) and is situated between Kingswood 
Road and the Maiden Beech crossroads.  It 
comprises mostly agricultural land, partly 
bordered and sub-divided by existing hedges.  
It may accommodate some 110 dwellings.  To 
ensure that the delivery of the Key site is not 
prejudiced, and as this site represents a 
greenfield location, it will, in accordance with 
Policy HG3: Phasing, be brought forward for 
development in the second phase of the plan, 
post 2007. 

Proposal HG/CREW/3 
Land at  Maiden Beech, Crewkerne, 
(approximately 3.5 hectares/8.6 acres) is 
allocated for housing development and is 
expected to provide approximately 110  

dwellings.  The development will be subject 
to: 

• Provision of a target of 35% affordable 
housing; 
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• Woodland buffer along the southern 
and western edges; 

• Appropriate contributions towards 
improvements to affected highway 
infrastructure 

• The allocation being phased for 
development after 2007. 

15.25 With reference to affordable housing provision 
as defined in paragraphs 10.35 to 10.43, the 
Council is of the opinion that Land at Maiden 
Beech meets the Government’s threshold 
within Circular 6/98, PPG3 (2000) and Policy 
HG7 (Definition and Achievement of 
Affordable Housing) whereby the local 
planning authority may negotiate an element 
of affordable housing based on need. Using 
the Council’s local information from the 
Housing Needs Assessment (2000), its update 
(2002) and the methodology outlined in 
supporting text to the affordable housing 
policies, a site target of 35% is considered 
appropriate. 

 
15.26 Existing hedgerows and trees should be 

retained as far as possible and supplemented 
with additional planting.  A new woodland 
buffer should be provided along the western 
and southern edges of the development.  
Appropriate contributions will be sought 
towards improvements to Market Street and 
associated highway infrastructure. 
Development must include measures to protect 
the Maiden Beech groundwater catchment 
area, as required by Policy EU7. 

 
15.27 The Education Authority has advised that there 

may be capacity problems at the local schools 
and therefore financial contributions may be 
sought to meet the educational needs arising 
from the development. 

 
ILMINSTER 

 
Land North of Summervale Medical Centre, 
Wharf Lane 

Proposal HG/ILMI/1 
Land amounting to 0.26 ha (0.64 ac), land 
north of Summervale Medical Centre, 

Wharf Lane, Ilminster, is allocated for 
housing development. 

15.28 The site is within the development area of 
Ilminster but has been allocated for housing 
development as it was identified when 
undertaking the Urban Capacity Assessment. 
This study assessed the potential urban 
capacity in the towns and rural centres in 
accordance with the District Councils housing 
distribution strategy and advice in PPG3. 

 
MIXED USE DEVELOPMENTS 
 

CHARD 
 
Land Between Boden Street and Silver Street, 
Chard 

 
15.29 This site of approximately 1.4 hectares (3.5 

acres) comprises existing employment uses, 
partly within a listed mill building, two public 
car parks, and part of the rear curtilages of 
some Fore Street properties. The site was 
previously proposed as part of a larger 
planning application site, for redevelopment 
for a food store. This proposal did not proceed 
for a number of reasons and illustrated the 
difficulties facing such a proposal in this town 
centre location. This is, however, an important 
site in the town centre and its potential to 
contribute to town centre regeneration should 
continue to be investigated. This allocation for 
mixed use is intended to provide the means to 
promote such proposals. 

Proposal MU/CHAR/4 
Land between Boden Street and Silver 
Street, Chard approximately 1.4 hectares 
(3.5 acres) is allocated for mixed use 
including: 
• Retail and service uses (part a of the 

Use Classes Order 1987); 
• Business use (class B1 of the Use 

Classes Order 1987); 
• Residential; 
• Replacement car parking to serve the 

town centre. 
15.30 The site is suitable for retail, business use 

(Class B1), residential and car parking. Any 
retail proposals will be restricted to the two 
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northern parts of the site in order to be well 
related to, and enhance, the town centre’s 
shopping facilities. The listed mill building shall 
be preserved and employment use could 
continue or be converted to residential. The 
two car parks make important contribution to 
the town centre facilities and replacement 
provision shall be included. There is potential 
for creating pedestrian links to Fore Street. 

 
15.31 Further detailed investigations will be 

necessary before proposals can be 
considered. Implementation will be dependent 
on satisfactory relocation of the existing main 
business and also on the co-operation of the 
various landowners and occupiers. 

 
Chard Sewage Treatment Works 

Proposal MU/CHAR/5 
The site of the Chard Sewage Treatment 
Works (approximately 4.4 hectares (10.9 
acres) is carried forward as an allocated 
site for: 
• Employment (classes B1 and B8 of the 

use classes order 1987); and 
• Informal recreation as a continuation 

of the linear open space 
15.32 This proposal is carried forward from the 

existing adopted Local Plan (Chard and 
Ilminster Local Plan Proposals E3 and R6).  
Wessex Water are constructing a replacement 
sewage treatment works at Peasmarsh, north 
of the town.  The existing treatment works will 
become redundant.  The site lies between 
industrial uses off Beeching Close and 
housing at Touches Meadow.  The site is 
therefore suitable for a mixed development 
providing employment and open space, the 
latter providing a continuation of the linear 
open space and also acting as a buffer to 
adjoining housing.  The employment 
development will be restricted to uses falling 
within Classes B1 and B8 of the Use Classes 
Order 1987 to ensure that there is no conflict 
with the nearby dwellings.  If it can be clearly 
demonstrated, over time, that the employment 
element of the proposal is not viable or 
practical, then the council would consider, 
alternatively, a residential development 
provided that it can be clearly shown that the 
site is suitable for that use, bearing in mind the 

site’s past use and the proximity of nearby 
industrial premises.  Vehicle access to the 
employment development will be via Beeching 
Close.  That part of the site fronting Touches 
Lane forms part of the route of the Chard 
North/South Distributor Road and will not be 
developed.  Preliminary discussions have 
been held with Wessex Water and further 
detailed site investigations will be necessary 
before redevelopment proposals can be 
prepared. The Chard Transport Strategy 
shows a proposed off-road cycle route through 
this site and provision of the open space will 
provide the opportunity for its implementation. 
 
ILMINSTER 

 
Land off Shudrick Lane, Ilminster 

Proposal MU/ILMI/2 
Land north of Shudrick Lane, Ilminster 
approximately 0.4 hectares (1.0 acre) is 
carried forward as an allocated site for 
mixed use development including: 
• Retail and service uses (part a of the 

Use Classes Order); 
• Offices (classes A2 and B1 of the Use 

Classes Order 1987); 
• Residential; 
• Car parking. 

 
15.33 This proposal is carried forward from the 

existing adopted Local Plan (Chard and 
Ilminster Local Plan – Proposal S5). The site 
is mostly occupied by the enlarged and 
improved Shudrick Lane car park. This car 
park is important to the town and car parking 
use will be expected to continue on most of 
the site. There remains, however, the 
opportunity for a small scale development on 
part of the site to complement/extend the 
Swan Precinct and provide retail and/or offices 
with residential over, as envisaged in the 
original Ilminster Local Plan. It will continue to 
remain desirable for development to provide 
rear access to existing premises in Ditton 
Street. Major highway improvements have 
been granted planning permission in 
conjunction with housing development on land 
off Shudrick Lane further to the east. 
Development of the allocated site in advance 
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of the housing and highway scheme may 
require the provision of part of the road 
improvements. This will, however, be subject 
to the scale and nature of any proposals and 
the developer should discuss this matter with 
the Planning Authority and Highway Authority 
at an early stage.

EMPLOYMENT 
 
TOWNS 

CHARD 

Land North of Millfield 

15.34 This proposal is carried forward from the 
existing adopted Local Plan (Chard and 
Ilminster Local Plan – Proposal E1(i). This site 
of approximately 2.5 hectares (6.2 acres) 
forms part of the Millfield Trading Estate but 
has not been developed. It lies to the north of 
Millfield and is contained, for the most part, by 
existing industrial users. There is some 
existing housing nearby and the layout and 
design of the site will need to ensure that 
disturbance is not caused to residents. 
Depending on its nature and scale, 
development may be required to provide local 
road improvements (Tapstone Road/Millfield 
Link) or contribute to other nearby traffic 
management measures. 

Proposal ME/CHAR/6 
Land north of Millfield, Chard 
(approximately 2.5 hectares/6.2 acres) is 
carried forward as an allocated site for 
employment (classes B1, B2 and B8 of the 
Use Classes Order). 

15.35 Before preparing detailed proposals, the 
developer should consult with the County 
Council as Highway Authority and with the 
Planning Authority. A Development Brief has 
been prepared for this site. Because of 
sewage treatment restrictions in Chard, this 
site will not be developed until the new 
treatment works is operational. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CREWKERNE 
 

Land North of Fire Station, Blacknell Lane 

Proposal ME/CREW/4 
Land north of the Fire Station, Blacknell 
Lane, Crewkerne (approximately 0.3 
hectare/0.7 acre) is carried forward as an 
allocated site for employment (classes B1, 
B2 and B8 of the Use Classes Order). 

15.36 This proposal is carried forward from the 
existing adopted Local Plan (Crewkerne Local 
Plan – Proposal E1) and was also proposed in 
the Consultation Draft Crewkerne Local Plan 
First Review. This site comprises 
approximately 0.3 hectares (0.7 acres) to the 
north of the Fire Station and is considered 
suitable for employment development.  
Development would be served from the 
access road to the north. 
 
Land North of Cropmead Trading Estate 

 
15.37 This proposal is carried forward from the 

Consultation Draft of the Crewkerne Local 
Plan - First Review (Proposal E2). This site of 
approximately 0.8 hectare (2 acres) is 
allocated for uses in Class B1 of the Use 
Classes Order 1987 due to its proximity to 
Easthams Road to the north. 

Proposal ME/CREW/5 
Land north of Cropmead Trading Estate, 
Crewkerne (approximately 0.8 hectare/2.0 
acres) is allocated for employment (class 
B1 of the Use Classes Order). 

15.38 The development is intended to be finite, and 
road access is to be derived from a cul-de-sac 
extension of the nearby access road, via the 
above site.  The site may be suitable for use by 
Cronite Castings Ltd as a car park (which 
would allow for their existing site to be used 
more efficiently, including the enclosure of 
existing storage areas in order to reduce noise 
emissions).  Alternatively, the site may be 
occupied by a separate user, with the 
possibility that buildings could act as a buffer to 
minimise noise problems from the trading 
estate, to some extent.  However, it is vital that 
adequate tree planting (screening takes place 
on the northern and southern boundaries of the 
site) and that noise levels from the site do not 
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affect adversely the amenity of occupiers of 
nearby residential properties. 

ILMINSTER 

Land West of Horlicks Ltd., Hort Bridge 

Proposal ME/ILMI/3 
Land west of Horlicks Ltd., Hort Bridge, 
Ilminster (approximately 3.0 hectares/7.5 
acres) is carried forward as an allocated 
site for employment (classes B1, B2 and B8 
of the use classes order). 

15.39 This proposal is carried forward from the 
existing adopted Local Plan (Chard and 
Ilminster Local Plan – Proposal E1(iii)). This 
site of approximately 3.0 hectares (7.5 acres) 
is attractive open ground on a prominent 
location adjoining the Southfields roundabout 
on the A303 trunk road. The Highways Agency 
has announced the intention to upgrade the 
A303 Ilminster By-pass to dual carriageway 
and land fronting the A303 and the roundabout 
will be protected from development until the 
requirements of the Highways Agency are 
finalised. Further details can be obtained from: 
The Director, Highways Agency, Network 
Customer Services, Zone 2/40K, Temple 
Quay House, 2 The Square, Bristol, BS1 6HA. 
This site is being allocated to take advantage 
of its strategic location and is suitable for a 
single user providing a high quality of layout 
and design. Landscape buffer zones are 
required to screen it from adjoining 
development and the A303. A Development 
Brief has been prepared. 

Land off Station Road 
 
15.40 This site, of approximately 12.9 hectares (31.7 

acres) comprises two areas; south of Station 
Road (8.0 hectares/19.7 acres) and north of 
Station Road (4.9 hectares/12.0 acres). The 
northern site is a field adjoining the town on its 
east boundary, open farm land to the north 
and the River Isle on its west. The southern 
boundary is formed by Station Road. The 
southern part of the allocation adjoins existing 
employment areas in part, the River Isle and 
open countryside to the south. Station Road 
forms the northern boundary.  The size of the 
net developable area has yet to be finalised 

but will need to reflect highway access and 
flooding/drainage requirements. 

15.41 lminster occupies an important strategic 
position within South Somerset, at the junction 
of the A303 and A358. Employment in the 
town has been limited in recent years and 
there is the need to make future provision. 
These two areas are well related to major 
existing employers and also development 
proposals nearby to the east. They are, 
however, within areas of open land and 
substantial planting will be necessary to 
adjoining open countryside, the River Isle and 
the residential mobile homes off Home Farm 
Way. 

Proposal ME/ILMI/4 
Land off Station Road, Ilminster 
(approximately 12.9 hectares/31.7 acres) is 
allocated for employment (classes B1, B2 
and B8 of the Use Classes Order). The size 
of the net developable area will need to 
reflect the requirement to accommodate 
satisfactory highway access and 
comprehensive flooding/land drainage 
improvements. 

15.42 Infrastructure improvements are required to 
provide highway access from Station Road 
and also to address flooding and land 
drainage concerns. In respect of the latter, a 
flood plain corridor along the River Isle will 
need to remain undeveloped.  The net 
developable area of the site will be determined 
by the need to provide for both additional flood 
mitigation works and a comprehensive 
sustainable surface drainage scheme to meet 
the requirements of the Environment Agency. 

Land Adjacent to Powrmatic Ltd., Hort Bridge, 
Ilminster 

15.43 This proposal is carried forward from the 
existing adopted Local Plan (Chard and 
Ilminster Local Plan – Proposal E2). This site 
was allocated for employment use to meet the 
requirements of Powrmatic Ltd and continues 
to be required by the company for their future 
expansion. It is again being allocated for their 
specific needs. The site is therefore allocated 
for B2 and B8 which reflects their business 
activities. B1 uses may be acceptable where 
they are ancillary to the main use where the 
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main use is B2 or B8.  The site totals 
approximately 5.1 hectares (12.6 acres) but it 
adjoins and lies partly within the flood plain of 
the River Isle. 

Proposal ME/ILMI/5 
Land adjacent to Powrmatic Ltd., Hort 
Bridge, Ilminster (approximately 5.1 
hectares/12.6 acres of net developable 
area) is allocated for employment (classes 
B1, B2 and B8 of the Use Classes Order). 
The site is being allocated specifically to 
meet the requirements of Powrmatic ltd. 

15.44 The site is attractive open ground adjoining 
the A303 Ilminster By-pass and particular 
regard will be had to landscaping and layout to 
provide an appropriate form of development. 
The Highway Agency has announced the 
intention to upgrade the A303 Ilminster By-
pass to dual carriageway. The extent of the 
additional lands involved is not yet known and 
a corridor of land fronting the A303 and the 
roundabout will be protected from 
development until requirements are known. 
Further details can be obtained from: The 
Director, Highways Agency, Network 
Customer Services, Zone 2/40K, Temple 
Quay House, 2 The Square, BRISTOL, BS1 
6HA. The site also adjoins and lies partly 
within the flood plain of the River Isle. Levels 
on the eastern part of the site may have to be 
varied to meet the requirements of the 
Environment Agency.  A revised Development 
Brief will be prepared setting out the detailed 
requirements for the development of this site 
and in particular will address issues of access, 
highway safeguarding, flooding and surface 
water drainage. 

 
TRANSPORT IMPROVEMENTS 
 
 CHARD 
 
 Improvements to A358 at Hornsbury Hill, 

Chard 

Proposal TP/CHAR/7 
Improvements are carried forward as a 
proposal for the A358 at Hornsbury Hill, 
Chard. 

15.45 This proposal is carried forward from the 
existing adopted Local Plan (Chard and 
Ilminster Local Plan – Proposal T2(3)). It is an 
existing County Council proposal and is 
carried over from the adopted Chard and 
Ilminster Local Plan. Speed cameras and 
other safety measures are now in place on a 
section of this road which remains sub-
standard with poor and difficult junctions. 

 
 

CREWKERNE 
 

Traffic Calming, Kithill 
 
15.46 As a result of proposed development 

elsewhere in the town, notably the key site, 
additional traffic is forecast to use Kithill.  
Although designed as a distributor road to 
accommodate more traffic than it currently 
carries, Kithill passes through a residential 
area and traffic calming has already been 
necessary in the vicinity of the new St. 
Bartholomew’s First School. 

ProposalTP/CREW/6 
Traffic calming measures are proposed in 
Kithill, Crewkerne. 

15.47 The measures will be expected to be paid for 
by the developer of the  key site and designed 
to meet the requirements of the Highway 
Authority (Somerset County Council). 

 
CAR PARKING 
 

MISTERTON 

Proposal TP/MIST/1 
Land adjoining Crewkerne Station, 
Misterton, is allocated for car and cycle 
parking. 

15.48 The car parking (as an extension of the 
existing car park) is to serve rail passengers; 
additional cycle parking facilities should also 
be provided close to the station. 
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FORMAL RECREATION 
 

CREWKERNE 

Proposal CR/CREW/7 
Land of approximately 2 hectares (4.9 
acres) to north-east of Henhayes 
Recreation Ground, Crewkerne, is allocated 
for a playing pitch. 

15.49 This proposal is carried forward from the 
Consultation Draft of the Crewkerne Local 
Plan – First Review (Proposal R3(i)). There is 
a continuing need for sports pitches to meet 
Crewkerne’s needs. 

 
INFORMAL RECREATION 
 
 CREWKERNE 
 
 Land South of Easthams 

Proposal CR/CREW/8 
Land south of Easthams Lane, Crewkerne 
(approximately 4.5 hectares/11.1 acres) is 
allocated for informal recreation use. 

 
15.50 This proposal is carried forward from the 

Consultation Draft of the Crewkerne Local 
Plan - First Review (Proposal R5(ii)). It 
provides for increased public access to an 
important “green wedge” of countryside 
extending into the town. 

 

EDUCATION 
 

BUCKLAND ST. MARY 

Proposal CR/BUMA/1 
Land north of Buckland St. Mary C.E. 
Primary School is carried forward as an 
allocated site for provision of school 
playing fields. 

15.51 This proposal is carried forward from the 
existing adopted Local Plan (Chard and 
Ilminster Local Plan – Proposal F3(2)). In 
preparing this Local Plan, this allocation has 
been reviewed. It has yet to be implemented. 

 
MISTERTON 

Proposal CR/MIST/2 
Land off Orchard Way, Misterton 
amounting to 0.1 hectares (0.25 acres) is 
allocated for the provision of school staff 
car parking. 
Land west of Misterton School, north of 
Bartrims Hay, amounting to 0.3 hectares 
(0.74 acres) hectares is allocated for school 
use. 

15.52 The land has been identified by the County 
Council as Education Authority to provide staff 
car parking and to enable extension of the 
school on the existing site.  There is no 
presumption that any other form of 
development on this land is acceptable. 
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